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I. — A Vacancy. 

It had been agreed that our hero should take 
advantage of the first opening that offered in 
the serried ranks of the House of Commons. 
The theoretic ideal of a popular selection of the 
fittest man to represent an honest majority's 
views is rarely if ever attained in perhaps the 
only country in the world where a political 
Diogenes would think it worth while to look 
for it. In reality there is a practical juggle by 
which the converse has become the rule and the 
ideal an exception. It is, in nine cases out of 
ten, the member who chooses the constituency, 
not the constituency that selects the member. 
Externally of course the process seems perfect 
enough. There is a sudden spontaneous ge- 



4 LORD BANTAM. 

neration of enthusiasm in the minds of "lead- 
ing men/' which spreads its widening ripples 
over the surface of a constituency and ends in 
a demonstration to the world that the proper 
stone has found its bottom. But the antecedent 
action upon the leading men in which the motives 
originated are not exposed. Indeed, so depraved 
has become our general political action, that tJiough 
this is broadly suspected or perhaps recognised, 
popular feeling seems not to treat it with 
repulsion. How then are we to expect reform ? 
This and all other approaches by means of legisla- 
tion towards the higher electoral ideal can have 
no real effect unless the popular morale comes up 
to the level of it Hence, in the present instance* 
a Peer, his son, and his excellent parliamentary 
agents Messrs. Shellers, consulted together with 
unaffected candour and the most naive dis- 
regard of popular rights or perfect theories, 
how to impose Lord Bantam on the next con- 
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stituency that happened to require a member. 
Lord Bantam agreed to hold himself ready to go 
anywhere : the solicitors held themselves pre- 
pared to do anything : and the Earl on his part 
held himself responsible, as a Cabinet Minister, for 
giving the earliest notice of a prospective or actual 
vacancy. The constituencies were simply treated 
as squares in a chess-board — to be played upon. 
The coveted chance was ajBforded by the sudden 
demise of the honourable Member for Woodbmy. 
Woodbury, situated in the county of Gorse- 
shire, was the centre of a busy district, agricul- 
tural and manufacturing. Many other towns had 
dropped down with their black canopies and 
eager hives* of men upon the vales and hill sides 
of the district, and this one was neither over- 
weening in size nor conspicuous in importance.. 
Yet with its Mayor and Council, its mace, it» 
market-square, its town hall and assize courts^ 
and its thirty policemen, it might justly claim to 

VOL. IL 



6 , LORD BANTAM. 

hold up its head among provincial towns. Of the 
1700 electors, 830 lived on property of a deceased 
millionnaire named Antrobus, whose trustees were 
a local banker and a noble member of the existing 
Government — ^the President of the Council Mr. 
Antrobus died very wealthy — a friend of many 
a nobleman whom he had benefited at the rate 
of from twenty to fifty per cent. This town, 
containing an inadequate, ignorant and stupid 
number of British citizens, nevertheless in the 
usual English defiance of political equities, re- 
turned two members. When the first Eeform 
Bill threw the nomination of those two persons 
out of the hands of the Antrobus interest, after 
two or three severe struggles between it and 
the radical division, a compact was tacitly 
made that each should return one of the mem- 
bers, and Woodbury may be said to have been 
then fairly represented. The Millionnaire inter- 
est had long been Fogy. The trustees were 
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Prigs. The cesttd que trust was a female and a 
minor. Popular opinion decidedly predominated 
in the borough if its action were unfettered ; and 
the surviving member, a thorough Prig of the 
old stamp, had been returned avowedly as the 
nominee of the Millionnaire interest. Hence the 
two principal parties in the borough were the 
Millionnaire party and the people's party or " In- 
dejpendents." The Fogies were in a hopeless 
minority. When therefore the Independents lost 
their representative, they considered themselves 
entitled to nominate the candidate of the Po- 
pular party. I am compelled to add that the 
two sections lived with each other a Socrates 
and Xanthippe life, the reverse of happy for 
their political matrimony. 

The two interests were managed in characteris- 
tically different ways. No sooner had the ho- 
nourable member vacated the seat than the 
solicitor for the Millionnaire estate, who was in 

2 



8 LORD BANTAM. 

the confidence of the Treasury, and of course 
had regular and rapid information, called into his 
office three or four Prigs " of the highest respec- 
tability," and announced that "the party in 
London " wished Lord Bantam, son and heir, etc., 
to stand, and that they could do nothing better 
than accept a candidate so distinguished. This 
solicitor's name was Pike, of Pike and Shrimp, 
and at that very interview he had in his pocket 
a cheque, enveloped in a letter from Messrs. 
Shellers retaining him as Lord Bantam's agent 
This letter had reached him simultaneously with 
another from a distinguished authority by which 
he was informed of the vacancy. There could be 
no objection to so highly respectable a candidate 
on the part of such highly respectable constituents, 
the less when they were informed that the Mil- 
lionnaire interest was to go in his favour. It was 
thereafter affirmed that Lord Bantam had been 
adopted as the Popular candidate by the local 
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leaders of the party in Woodbury. The whole 
of this operation had been conducted on the 
strictest Prig principles. 

Not many hours afterwards the walls were 
decorated with a yellow placard, informing the 
electors that a Popular candidate of great emi- 
nence was coming and that his name would shortly 
be announced. Meanwhile an extravagant excite- 
ment in the best reception rooms of the Moon 
and Green Cheese, the great Millionnaire house, 
intimated to all Woodbury that that interest 
had settled on its man and was about to produce 

him forthwith. 

■ 
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11. — Diversities of Operations. 

Mr. Blupell, Chemist, Congregationalist and 
Eadical, had come out of his little back room to 
his shop, with his spectacles raised up upon his 
bald head, at the summons of another Eadical 
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of somewliat vagrant and electric political ac- 
tivity, who had rushed in to inform the leader 
of the Independent party that a vacancy had 
occurred. This was Nutt the baker. After him 
dose came the little bow-legged Trades-unionist 
journeyman tailor, Tom Stretcher, with a head 
that seemed to be suffering from political hydros 
cephalus though indicating a careful abstention 
from water application to its exterior. 

The three discussed the news. 

" It *s our turn to nominate," said Nutt 
" You'd better get your coat on, Mr, Blupell, and 
let's go to Pike. We ought to get the party 
together, and send a deputation to some one." 

" I know who it must be," said Tom Stretcher, 
in a tone rather decided for a conference ; " it will 
have to be a working man this time, Mr. Blupell. 
The Trades have resolved on that, I- can assure 

you." 

" What I " cried Nutt, " a working man ? I 
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think I see you getting a working man in with 

ft 

Mr. Pike's help ! Why, he wouldn't look at a 
candidate without he had three or four thousand 
to spend on a contest." 

" I know that, Mr. Nutt ; but why need we go 
to Pike at all ? It's our turn to nominate, ain't 
it?" 

"Yes,'' said the experienced Blupell, "we may 
nominate, ?but the question is, whether they will 
accept our nominee. They are very strong now 
in the Council,- and may take it into their heads, 
as this is a single vacancy, to try and pop a man 
in for the other seat— and there ! as I'm a living 
man — ^what's that yellow placard Jack Traddles 
is pasting up yonder?" 

- In another- minute Jack Traddles was in the 
shop, and a damp copy of the yellow placard was 
spread out upon the counter under the suggestive 
noses of the triumvirate. 

" I half expected this," said Blupell, " when I 
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heard your news. Pike passed me this morning 
without noticing me, though I'm sure he saw me. 
There's some mischief up, gentlemen. We must 
get to work at once. They have the start of us ; 
though he can't get his man here before to- 
morrow night, I should think, if then. Let us 
put out a counter-notice at once, and hold a 
meeting at the Ked Hoofs to-night." 

In a short time a pink placard, from the esta- 
blishment of the Eadical printer, was being 
posted about Woodbury, calling upon the electors 
to "remember the compact, and to commit 
themselves to no candidate for the present." 

War was declared. 

Now the exact position of parties in the 
borough at this time was as follows. The Mil- 
lionnaire party could count on 550 votes out of 
the 800 odd on the estate in any contest between 
Popular and Popular, the Fogy tenants always 
voting with the landholder, as under ordinary 
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circumstances the only relic of party principle 
left for them to practise. They numbered about 
1 40. The remainder of the Millionnaire tenants 
were not under discipline. There were 200 other 
Fogy voters in the town who could generally be 
relied on to vote one way, because they were kept 
well in hand by four or five principal employers 
of labour, specially by one Muggeridge, a brewer. 
About 370 voters were artisans and trades-union- 
ists, all independent and Eadical to the back- 
bone : 200 more respectable electors generally co- 
operated with the Independents. The balance 
consisted of moderate Liberals of little means, 
and some freemen ; and how they would aU vote 
used to be a mystery until they had voted. To 
add to the complexity the dissenting interest was 
very strong. Here were materials for some very 
pretty conjunctions. 

Word was passed to all the leaders of the Inde- 
pendent party to be on the alert in the evening. 
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aii4 if in the early part of the day the Moon '^and 
Green Cheese had had its hysterics, in the 
evening the Ked Hoofs had their turn of excite- 
ment. The long, low-ceiled room, with its old 
and rattling casements, its bulging walls, dismal 
pap^ and skirmishing long tables, was occupied 
by a lively committee. 

. During the afternoon, the hamster who hap- 
pened to be neairest the scene of action, hearing 
of the opening, hurried to the spot and called on 
the leaders of the independent section. Law, like 
nature, abhors a vacuum. 

At the meeting, the Trades came out in un- 
usual force, and Tom Streteher, who spoke with 
amazing nerve and pith, declared that to a man 
they had decided on putting up a candidate of 
their own class — a Mr. Ruggles of Ironchester. 
Several Populars — a manufacturer, two solicitors, a 
physician, and a retired captain, ete., all of whom 
professed extreme principles^ protested however 
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against this proposal. ** Euggles was a notorious 
agitator, and not a gentleman. What could he do 
in the House 1 How could he support himself ? 
It would be ridiculous." Every word they ut- 
tered in this wise was driving in Kuggles's 
nails for him and securely fixing him in the aflfec- 
tions of the artisaus. The meeting broke into 
two divisions and adjourned till next evening, 
Mr. Blupell solemnly warning them that the 
breach would ruin their party ; but then his only 
solution of the difficulty was that the rough 
majority should succumb to the genteel minority. 

III. — Taking no Part in it 

The election at Woodbury was not confined to 
Woodbury itself. A small share of its real import- 
ance concentrated there. , The chief struggle was 
elsewhere. We now tun[i to this extra-mural 
portion of the conflict 
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The death of Mr. Wilton, M.P., was announced 
in an evening journal and known at all the 
London Clubs within a few hours of the event. 
There were at the moment lounging about town 
nearly two hundred gentlemen of every rank, 
profession and state of wealth or impecuni- 
osity, who were conscious of a heaven-ordained 
prescription that they should go into parliament. 
How many and various these beings that also 
stood and waited near the political sanctuary ! — 
leeches longing to get a suck at the body politic 
— late members or ex-ministers eager to return 
to the political pastures out of which they 
had been driven — ^young gentlemen whose ambi- 
tious fathers desired to procure for them the 
opportunity of learning statesmanship at the 
expense of the public — ^barristers hungry for 
judgeships and willing to hold a perpetual brief 
for their party in the prospect of a handsome 
settlement for life — wealthy and vulgar trades- 
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men struggling for a social position — railway di- 
rectors and stock-jobbing speculators plotting to 
make money out of the highest trusteeship of 
human experience— all with quick, keen noses 
scenting the carrion scent of the departed life, 
swooping down upon the place where the carcase 
had been, but certainly not worthy to be com- 
pared with eagles. 

The same afternoon three peers with their 
sons, two railway directors, and half a dozen 
Queen's • Counsel, who happened to be acquainted 
with Lord Haricot, the President of the Council 
and co-trustee of the Millionnaire estate, had 
called at Brook Street to solicit his influence- 
He was " out " to them all. To tell the truth he 
was closeted with Mr. Fugleman the astute Whip 
of the Popular Party. 

Mr. Fugleman was like all Whips. In describ- 
ing one you describe another. To whatsoever side 
he belongs a Whip is a man who agrees to main- 
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tain no principles of his own — ^though he does 
not agree not to have them. He is at once the 
slave and the tyrant of party. To him looks 
the Prime Minister for information, organisation, 
pressure, screw or cajolery : to him cringe the 
average members of his party for advice or assist- 
ance or interest. When his side is in power he 
is the dispenser of the smaller patronage; the 
middleman who goes between a minister de- 
sirous of purchasing a doubtful vote, and a 
member ready to sell his principles for place or 
position. He is partially in the secrets of the 
Cabinet. It is his business to know the private 
aims, of every man of his party. Eepresenta- 
tives of doubtful constituencies look to him to 
procure appointments for unmanageable electors. 
To nine men out of ten on his side the house 
his word is law. When the ruck of members 
comes surging up to some critical division, 
from smoking-room, and library, and brandy 
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and seltzer on the terrace he has been seen to 
stand and point with his finger to the sheep as 
they flocked towards him — and they have been 
seen to obey his signal. He pumps opinions, 
whereby to guide the course of a time-serving 
government ; he ascertains what policy is safest 
before any policy is announced ; how far a 
ministry may go and no further. 

Such an office is a study to a political critic, 
It seems so concrete and abject a recognition of 
the baseness of humanity. However, I never 
heard that any gentleman of stainless honour re- 
fused to accept so powerftd a post. It is likely, 
under the rSgime of the Ballot, when- members 
may require to be more careful of the opinion of 
their constituents, and constituencies may be less 
amenable to any influences other than those of 
principle and opinion, that this office may become 
an anomaly and cease to be possible. 

Mr. Fugleman, the Prig Whip, was closeted 
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with my Lord Haricot. I have said that the 
late millionnaire was a Fogy, and when he 
was alive his tenants, Prig, Fogy or Eadical, 
•had all voted consistently one way. He was a 
terribly tyrannical old disciplinarian, having risen 
from the lowest ranks. He would have turned 
in his grave had he known that his trustee 
was using the estate influence for the other 
party. 

Said Lord Haricot : — 

" I am wiUing and anxious to oblige Ffowls- 
mere. His family you know are connections of 
Lady Haricot. Besides, as the leader of the 
party in the Lords, he is entitled to anything I 
can do. I have heard the young fellow well 
spoken of for ability, though they say he is too 
^earnest* a Eadical. But all that will tone down. 
I would rather see a man before than behind his 
age, if he is not a fool." 

"No doubt he'll tone down. Ffowlsmere 
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makes a great point of getting him in. We 
sorely need some clever juniors just now." 

" Well, you know I am only trustee of the pro- 
perty at Woodbury, and I have rarely interfered 
in the elections, never openly. The fact is Pike, 
the agent, has had everything his own way ; and 
you understand how to make him right,*' added 
the Lord President, significantly. " Probably 
you have more acquaintance with the borough 
than I have. It's a nasty place to fight. There's 
a strong anti-Millionnaire party, and I think poor 
Wilton represented them. Won't they want to 
put up their man this time ? There is a Doctor 
Dulcis, a Baptist, who has great influence, the 
apostle of the sect in England I hear. Bantam 
must be sure to get him." 

"01 know the details pretty well ; we have 
ample information. I have always found the 
people troublesome, but Bantam's name and posi- 
tion will go down well with the Fogies, and if wc 

VOL. ir. D 
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get him out first we shall be able to put a screw 
on any other candidate, by charging him with 
dividing the party. In fact I intend that Lord 
Bantam shall leave at once for the borough, and I 
only delayed untU I had settled with you to put 
no other man in the field/' 

" I have no one to send. Look here — ^^ and 
the Peer pointed to a row of cards on his table as 
a lacquey brought in another. " I have not seen 
one of 'em." 

" One thing more. No doubt Ffowlsmere's 
agent will have made the estate agent all right ; 
but to clinch the matter and give him ground 
with the people, I think it would be well for you 
to let him have a letter of introduction to Mr. 
Pike/' 

"Oh, you know I must not mix myself up 
with it at all. There'd be a deuce of a row ; 
Cabinet Ministers interfering with the freedom of 
election, and that sort of thing." 
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" I think I can manage that for you/' replied 
the wily Parliamentarian. "You could send a 
simple letter of introduction, saying, if you like, 
that you don't intervene at all. Pike will under- 
stand it perfectly, and it will have its effect." 

The peer, an honest old fellow in his way, 
shrank even from this, but at length allowed 
himself to be persuaded by the Whip, who, to 
tell the truth, had his doubts about Woodbu^}^ 
He wrote the following letter in autograph from 
a draft prepared by Mr. Fugleman. 

* 

Mr. Pike, — 

Lord Bantam, son and heir of the Earl 
of Ffowlsmere, Secretary of State for Imperial 
Appendages is, I am given to understand, likely 
to visit Woodbury on business connected with the 
election consequent on the death of your late la- 
mented Member. He may need some advice 

from competent persons in the locality. I knov 

D 2 
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no one better qualified to give him suck advice 
than yoUy and I may say that any attentions you 
may pay him will he an obligation to myself. 

With reference to the approaching election, 
I hope it will go off quietly. Of course I do not 
intend to take any part in it whatever. 

Your faithful servant, 

Haricot. 

" It is very important not to lose this place in 
our present shaky condition/' said Mr. Fugleman 
in taking leave of the peer. " But FfowLsmere's 
desire to get in his son is very awkward for us. 
There's Ewing has been waiting for a seat this 
two years, and you know he fought West Card- 
shire twice. I promised him the next chance. 
Then there's Foley and Brampton and nearly a 
dozen others on the list, besides one of those 
d — d working men candidates, who are going to 
give us a lot of trouble I fear everywhere." 
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IV. — Fencing. 

When Mr. Fugleman reached his room at the 
Treasury, after his interview with Lord Hari- 
cot, his private secretary handed him the card 
of an Irish politician well known to be looking 
for a seat in the House, and informed him that 
two other gentlemen were waiting in the ante- 
room. One was Mr. Ewing, late M.P. for Biston, a 
man of business specially valuable to the Ministry ; 
for he never spoke, worked diligently on Com- 
mittees, voted consistently with his party, and 
wielded a good deal of quiet influence. Mr. 
Fugleman was really vexed to be obliged in this 
instance to throw him. 

" Well, Fugleman," said Ewing as he came in, 
" I think this chance will do. Fve telegraphed 
to Pike, the Antrobus interest you know, and 
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my agent has gone down. There can be no one 
in the way ; this death is so unexpected." 

I'm sorry you have sent any one down, my 
dear fellow," replied his friend with some embar* 
rassment. 
. " Why ? " cried the other, somewhat dashed. 

" Why, I've just heard, privately you know, 
entirely a party secret, that young Bantam has 
been fixed upon by the Antrobus interest — 
old Haricot you kjiow, trustee — ^relative of his 
mother's. I am not sure he has not gone down 
already. It would be awkward to interfere with 
such an arrangement." 

" Young Bantam ! Good Heavens, he's hardly 
of age — a red republican, and his father with a 
dozen boroughs in his hands. Why this is extor- 
tionate. I made certain of this chance. 'Pon 
my word, Fugleman, I don't think I shall, stand 
it. Now I've begun I'll go on." 

** I fear there is no chance," said the other. 
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" You see my hands are tied. At all events, if 
you do go down and look at it, promise me you 
won't divide the party." 

" Not to let in a Fogy. Good bye for the 
present." 

" Good bye," said Fugleman, " I will see what 
can be done for you." 

He would have more accurately expressed it had 
he said that he would see his friend done for. 

The other gentleman was shown in : Mr. 

« 

Tilson — contested Shoeborough, Titmouse, Rusti- 
ton — all unsuccessfully — therefore supposed to 
have immense claims on the party. 

" Ah, Tilson ! Anything up ! What's the news 
from Shoeborough ? I hope you are nursing it 
carefully ? " • 

« Oh yes, my subscriptions are all paid regu- 
larly, but I have come to you about Woodbury. 
I ought to have a chance there. My cousin 
Richey the agricultural machine maker has a 
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great deal of influence, and as a dissenter I should 
do well in the borough. My agent went down by 
the last train. Is any one else in the field ? " 

" Why, yes. Ewing is talking of going down, 
and he's a very strong man anywhere, and we 
very much want him in the House." 

" Any one else ! " • 

" Two or three are spoken of, but 1 shall know 
n^ore to-morrow. Will you come in in the after- 
noon ? " 

The Whip was perplexed, and needed time for 
reflection. This man with a cousin a local manu- 
facturer was not a comfortable interpellant and 
too important to be flouted. 

'* Tm afraid that will leave it very late," said 
Mr. Tilson, " but I depend on you to do your best 
for me." 

This utterly gratuitous expression of confidence 
made the Whip wince, and rather annoyed him. 
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v.— Party Tactics. 

Five minutes later a Treasury messenger in a 
hansom was conveying to our hero the Lord 
President's letter with a message to be oflf by the 
next train as there was likely to be opposition ; 
and he was warned to avoid travelling with Mr. 
Ewing should he be going by the same train. 

Mr. Fugleman then put on his hat and went 
to the office of the Prig attomies, Messrs. Pivots, 
in many respects the head-quarters of the party 
organisation throughout the kingdom. The elder 
Mr. Pivot was virtually the Whip's factotum. 
He was in all the electoral and not a few of 
the political secrets of the party — a man whose 
face was a mask, whose head was a geometric 
maze whereof he only held the skein ; a man 
of the world, polished and brilliant: of vast 
experience, able, astute, inscrutable. There 
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was self restraint and hidden tact in the very 
cut of his coat. What tales could he have 
told of human ambitions and failures, of human 
follies and foibles ! He sat in a room from which 
by merely ringing a bell he could communicate 
almost directly with any part of the kingdom. 
In an adjacent chamber half a dozen busy and 
silent clerks wrote and filed correspondence, 
conned reports, abstracted or minuted infonnation 
contained in letters and newspapers. It- was a 
wonder that an organisation so elaborate and so 
perfect did not preserve more harmony than was 
at that time commonly apparent in the ranks of 
the party. It is just possible that it may have 
been too mechanical in its movements and not 
sufficiently adaptive or tactical — ^but such a cri- 
ticism may be deemed impertinent and I with- 
draw it How perfect their clerical work was, 
appeared when the Whip entered and taking a 
chair evidently retained for him said : 
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" Pivot, what do we know about Wood- 
bury?" 

Mr. Pivot rang a bell. A clerk entered. 

" Bring in the electoral note-book for Gorse- ' 
shire." 

A large volume was brought in, and opened at 
a page headed Woodbury, opposite which was a 
map of the borough, with certain portions indi- 
eating the various " interests" coloured. Mr. Fu- 
gleman sat perusing a carefully compiled account 
of the voters, properties and influences of that ' 
constituency. 

" I see the Wesleyans are strong down there. 
Lord Bantam is rather a free-thinker from what 
I hear. He must be cautioned to keep his 
opinions to himself." 

" I don't think he'll have any diJficulty with 
them," said Mr. Pivot; "but I have just re- 
ceived a telegram from Pike. A barrister with 
some local influence named Heneage is already 



32 LORD BANTAM. 

canvassing the borough, and the Trades are talk- 
ing of a candidate of their own, Euggles of Iron- 
Chester. If either of them stands, the party will 
be split, and a Fogy may have a chance." 

" Hum ! You had better send word to SheUer 
at once. He's a shrewd fellow, and may be able 
to stave oflf the workman. But here's Ewing gone 
down already, and Tilson talking of going. I see 
by this memorandum, Eichey, his cousin, * controls 
some fifty to eighty votes, principally among small 
households.' I put Tilson off till to-morrow ; but 
really I'm puzzled to know how to deal with 
him, for we must have Kichey's support at any 
cost." 

" A nice mess they'll make of it," said Pivot. 
"We must stop this at once or the borough is 
lost." 

" Well what are we to do ? " 

" You can manage Tilson if he is determined 
and win his cousin's interest at the same time. 
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He only wants a seat to make good his claim to 
an appointment. That Stickleback Bank busi- 
ness affected him very considerably and he has 
claims on the party. You might offer him the 
governorship of Mungopore." 

" That I know Lord Ffowlsmere has already 
promised to Norton. But he can give him the 
next vacancy. There's British Liana where the 
governors don't stay very long. You must see 
him to-night and arrange it. • We cannot afford 
to let him go down." 

" I don't think there's much fear of Ewing," 
said the sagacious Pivot. " He's too good a 
man to fight a useless contest. It is these pesti- 
lent barristers and pauper politicians and ambi- 
tious working men that give us so much trouble. 
Heneage is the most dangerous feature against 
the young lord. True he is a Popular, but he's 
nobody. Then these barristers never like to take 
their teeth out when they have once laid hold, 
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imless they axe offered a bite at better meat : and 
he is altogether too young for an appointment. 
If it came to a duel between Bantam and Kug- 
gles, there would be little doubt of the result 
with the Fogy vote for us; but that fellow 
Heneage will certainly weaken our party. His 
family stands well in the whole county." 

That evening Mr. Pivot saw Mr. Tilson at 
his own house. When he came away Mr. Pivot 
understood that Mr. Tilson did not intend to 
stand for Woodbury, and Mr. Tilson understood 
that it had for some time been the intention of 
the Government, in consideration of his past 
services, to confer on him a Colonial governor- 
ship, a desire to be put into execution on the 
occurrence of the next vacancy ; the two under- 
standings being also understood to be per- 
fectly independent of each other. Mr. Tilson 
withdrew his agent from the borough because 
Mr. Pivot had conclusively proved to him 
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that the field was akeady occupied by Lord 
Bantam; and Mr. Pivot incidentally disclosed 
to Mr. Tilson the aforesaid good intentions 
of the Ministry, which made it hardly worth 
while for Mr. Tilson to go into the House. 

I should like to know what the Colony, toi 
whose lot happened to fall this broken politician,! 
would have thought of the method in which the 
cards of its government were shuflBied ; or 
whether any empire under heaven could long 
maintain its position, if so grave a business as the 
selection of rulers for its matchless provinces were 
conducted in eo scurvy a manner ? 






VI. — Marching Orders. 

Mr. Sheller was certainly a shrewd man at 
an election. For thirty years he had been 
managing electoral contests, county and borough, 
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open and close, pure and the reverse. He knew 
the history of every English constituency, the 
means and influences required in each. We have 
already seen that his provisional retainer on Lord 
Bantam's behalf was in Mr. Pike's pocket almost 
whilst the deceased member was yet warm. Now 
it was a cardinal rule of Mr. Sheller's business 
that he never attended to any of it himself. He 
did everything by proxy, and proxy always had 
the responsibility. In the present case, for so 
great a client, unlimited means, &c. &c., Mr. 
Speller would if necessary have gone a long 
way, but he acted with his usual caution. He 
sent for the cleverest man on his staff" ; named, by 
a strange perversion. Simpleton. 

'' Simpleton," said Mr. Sheller, looking straight 
into the shrewd face of the agent, with its 
puckered mouth, resolute nose and chin, crow- 
footed temples, all transfigured by a bland smile, 
"you are to leave town by five-forty train for 
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Woodbury. Vacancy caused by death of Charles 
Peter Wilton Esquire. Our candidate is Lord 
Bantam, only son of the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Ffowlsmere. Pure Prig interest. You 
know the borough. You worked it in the religious 
interest for the late Mr. Jeremiah Nye, Bap- 
tist and shipowner. They say there is to be a 
Trades' Candidate. If so all your tact will be 
required. I need not tell you, Mr. Simpleton, 
that no effort must be spared — no effort, you un- 
derstand, Mr. Simpleton — to return our client. 
I have complete confidence in you. I therefore 
place the whole matter in your hands. I need 
not remark that mdney is of no consequence to 
our client — ^that is for any legitimate expense — 
any legitimate expense," said Mr. Sheller, tap- 
ping his snuff-box on the table, with stem em- 
phasis, and steadily gazing into Mr. Simpleton's 
eyes, which bore the examination with equal 
steadiness. "Three thousand pounds will be 
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placed to your credit at Messrs. Bentley and 
Thurston's bank, and I shall expect a careful and 
exact account of every penny Mr. Simpleton. 
The greatest caution must be observed, for I need 
not tell you this is a very important client, Mr. 
Simpleton — a most important client Mr. Sim- 
pleton — a client that ought never to , fail 
Mr. Simpleton ! You will no doubt be too oc- 
cupied to communicate with me Mr. Simpleton ; 
and should any further funds be required, you 
will telegraph direct to Earl Ffowlsmere's soli- 
citors, Messrs. Hawke, Hawke and Peckham, if 
you please. TJiere is £100 in five pound notes 
Mr. Simpleton. Be good eifough to count it and 
give me a receipt. Thank you. Good-day and 
good luck to you, Mr. Simpleton." 

As Mr. Simpleton and his small brown port- 
manteau drove to the station where he was to 
meet Lord Bantam, he winked at the cabman's 
back and smiled to himself. 
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**A — cautious bird, old Sheller — a — very — 
cautious bird. He means Lord Bantam to be 
returned at — all — events^ and he doesn't want to 
know anything about it. Very well, Mr. Sheller. 
If possible, Lord Bantam shall be returned at 
all events, and you shall not know anything 
about it. You shall have a careful account of every 
penny, — of course, you shall, Mr. Sheller. Can- 
tious bird — a — ^very — cautious bird. Ha ! Ha ! " 

The cabman pulled up. " I beg your pardon, 
sir. What did you say ? " 

" Nothing. Oh ! nothing — ," responded he, 
smiling, *' I was blowing my nose.-^A very cau- 
tious bird.'' 
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VII.— Too Much of a Good Thing. 

We will return in the train with Lord Bantam 
and Mr. Simpleton to the borough of Woodbury. 
While they, received by Mr. Pike and partner, 
two Ipcal magnates and a respectable company of 
the Millionnaire tenants, entered a carriage and 
drove in state to the Moon and Green Cheese, 
let us ascertain what has been doing in the in- 
terval of our absence. Mr. Heneage, the barrister, 
was well known to the Woodburyers as one of the 
leading juniors on the Circuit. His wife was the 
daughter of a Squire who lived on a handsome 
estate some five miles out of the place. With a 
barrister's alacrity, he set to work and earwigged 
several important members of the Independent 
parly. Availing himself with some skill, of the 
point that it was their turn to nominate a candi- 
date ; while he set them strongly against Pike for 
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attempting to usurp the place of party dictator, 
he had succeeded in gaining considerable support. 
On the other hand, an afternoon parliamentary 
train had brought in from Ironchester the noto- 
rious Kuggles, and to meet and escort him to 
his humble lodging, the Trades of Oldship had 
turned out in a body, losing half a day. A City 
of London warehouseman of the Baptist persua- 
sion and enormous wealth had also come down 
and was endeavouring to form among his co- 
religionists the basis for a further raid among the 
secularists. There was no lack of candidates. ' 
Blupell was exercised beyond endurance. He 
asked what wickedness the town had committed 
to be so deluged with talents. When Heneage 
came, then Ruggles came, then Tomkins came ; 
his patience gave way, and he retired to bitter 
reflections in his back-room. In the evening the 
various head-quarters were in full blast. Lord 
Bantam was introduced to about a hundred of his 
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supporters at his inn. The Independents had 
their meeting — a very stormy one, the effect of 
which, instead of promoting harmony, was to 
increase the discord. Most of the respectables 
declared for Mr. Heneage ; the Baptists said they 
should hold off at present in favour of Mr. 
Tomkins, and the Trades swore that Ruggles or 
a Fogy should have their votes ; upbraiding the 
others for their want of liberality in not yielding 
to the majority and adopting a working-man. 

Next morning at eight o'clock Lord Bantam s 
address was upon all the walls. At nine o'clock 
the bill-sticker of the Trades pasted Mr. Euggles's 
address over the placards of the noble lord. At 
ten o'clock an address was issued by Mr. 
Heneage, " emboldened by the almost unanimous 
wish of the electors," and relying on his " long 
^ and intimate connections with the borough." At 
eleven o'clock a placard announced a meeting in 
the evening to hear an address from Mr. Tom- 
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kins. The electors were bewildered. The Free- 
men alone retained their composure. They 
lounged leisurely in the market-place with hope 
beaming softly in their faces as they contem- 
plated the coming struggle. 

In his address, the young lord, spite ,of the 
remonstrances of Mr. Simpleton, introduced a 
distinct appeal to the democracy. He declared 
" his sympathies to be with those who felt that 
the time was rapidly approaching for the removal 
of many of the restrictions on land, on labour 
and on the conscience ; and that it was not un- 
likely that organic changes in the Constitution 
would be necessary preludes to those great 
reforms.^' 

Mr. Simpleton and Mr. Pike calculated that 
under ordinary circumstances this sentence ought 
to lose him a hundred votes ; but they comforted 
themselves that there was a compensating 
balance in his illustrious wealth and station. 
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Some of the Trades even spoke of him ap- 
provingly. 

Mr. Ewing did not appear. His agent met 
him at the station, and deterred him from 
alighting or exposing himself. He entered the 
train with him, having taken tickets to the next 
town. He was too shrewd to let his client's name 
slip into the newspapers connected with a hope- 
less candidature. 



^ * 

# 



YIII. — An Election Manoeuvre. 

The experienced Mr. Pike, the experienced 
Mr. Shrimp, and the experienced Mr. Simpleton, 
held a consultation. They had their man in 
the field, but forty-eight hours had completely 
changed its aspect. The unexpected attitude of 
the Trades and the appearance of Mr. Heneage, 
were both vexatious incidents. Mr. Pike knew 
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perfectly well, he had found it out by experience 
in the municipal elections, that the Trades' in- 
fluence determinately put forth was over many 
of the Millionnaire tenants stronger than his own, 
and that a cool half hundred of his voters and 
others whom he had hoped to influence for Lord 
Bantam would, whatever the consequences, as- 
suredly go for Ruggles. Again, a number of the 
most respectable Millionnaire supporters would be 
led by local sympathy to adopt Heneage — thus, 
as he expressed it, " cutting off" the young lord's 
tail at both ends ;" and now, Mr. Simpleton 
having reviewed the field, pronounced it a 
certainty that a Fogy would be started if they 
did not clear away one or other of the rivals 
in twenty-four hours. After an animated con- 
sultation, they resolved to adopt a bold and 
original course suggested by Simpleton. A 
huge blue placard, without printer's name, 
shortly afterwards illuminated the walls and 
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shop windows of the town. It was in these 
words : — 



FOGY ELECTORS! 
Resebve youb promises. As eminent 

FOGY CANDIDATE 

IS COMING ! 



About an hour after its appearance Mr. Pike 
procured a copy and went over to Blupell the 
apothecary. That person received him with 
reserve. 

Pike. Look here, Mr. Blupell (unfolding the 
placard). 

Blupell. Ah ! — ^well, I suppose now you'll see 
your way to withdraw your man. 

Pike. Don't be in such a hurry, my dear 
fellow. I of course, like yourself and the whole 
Popular party, will do anjrthing rather than let 
in a Fogy. I came to consult with you about 
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the action we should take. We ought to agree 
upon a candidate without further delay. 

Blupell. If you really have come to con- 
sult with me about it, Mr. Pike, I have but 
one course to recommend, the only honest and 
straightforward one, and that perhaps won't suit 
you ; withdraw your man. I must say it is 
rather cool of you, after breaking a well-under- 
stood compact by bringing in a man without 
notice to any of us to come and say we ought 
to agree. You never took the proper way to 
make us agree, which was to caU a meeting of 
the party. 

Pike. Oh! I see you are clearly labouring 
under a mismiderstanding. Lord Bantam is 
here to appeal to all classes. I can answer for 
it he is willing to submit his candidature to the 
whole party. 

Blupell. Why did you not do this at first ? 
We have no personal objection to him ; indeed. 
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I rather like him. He is more independent, than 
his supporters ; but we do object to your dictating 
to the borough and bringing a man down wHith- 
out consulting with the rest of us. 

Pike. Well, I may have made a mistake, but 
I am anxious to rectify it. We must do so at 
once. I have reason to believe that a Fogy, 
very highly connected, will be brought forward, 
and unless we all pull together we shall lose 
the seat. 

Blupell. And serve you right if we do, Mr. 
Pike. I am not going to help you out of the 
scrape. I have promised Mr. Heneage my sup- 
port this morning-there ! 

Pike. Very well, Mr. Blupell. I shall never 
forget this. 

Blupell. You do me an honour. 



Pike's face was a study as he turned out of 
the chemist's shop. Blupell's decision was a 
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blow in itself, and was besides an indication of 
more serious defection. 

He crossed the High Street, and went down -it 
to the tailor's shop, where Mr. Thomas Stretcher, 
presiding over eight brother-snips, constituted 
with them one man, according to the proverb. 
Mr. Pike had hitherto ignored Mr. Stretcher 
very much in all his political action. It was 
rather a humiliation to be obliged to go to him, 
but a retainer is very exacting. On asking for the 
Unionist he was referred to a back yard, thence 
up a rickety staircase, thence along an intoxi- 
cated passage, and finally he went unexpectedly 
down a step through a door and into a circle 
of cross-legged trades-unionists busily plying their 
needles. 

" Oh ! ah ! Mr. Stretcher,'' said Pike ; " could 
I speak to you a moment ? " 

" Yes," said Stretcher, quietly passing his 
goose down the selvage of a waistcoat he was 
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making; "you can speak to me, Mr. Pike, I 
s'pose. It's a free country." 

"Ha! ha! yes. Very good; but I want to 
say a few words to you in private.^' 

"No need to talk in private, Mr. Pike. I^ 
guess your business well enough, and we're all 
friends here. If youVe got anything to say, 
say it out like a man. Fve no time to spare 
gossiping in whispers with you or any one else 
in hours.'' 

Even Mr. Pike's experience was unequal to 
talking privately to a man in the hearing of 
eight persons. However, he made the best 
of it. 

"Well," said he, "I agree with you; the 
more who hear me, the better. We all have one 
aim. Have you seen this ? " he continued, seating 
himself in a confidential way on the doorstep, 
and opening up the placard. The men looked 
up and read it in silence, then went on with 
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their work. " This shows what will happen, if 
our party is not united." 

^^Our paxty, Mr. Pike?" said Tom Stretcher ; 
''what is our party? You represent the land 
and money interest ; we, the claims of labour. 
You have your young lord, with his spurious 
liberalism, very like your own, with a good deal 
of soft sawder for us poor working men when 
we can be useful to you, but precious little to 
say or do when the time comes to help us. You 
represent the landlord screw ; Ave are the true 
freemen. No ; we have ceased to lean on that 
reed : our hands have been pierced oftjen enough 
abeady. There's an instance of it in your hole- 
and-corner way of bringing this young lord 
down into the borough. You have gone and 
brought him here without asking any questions 
of us, and we have nothing to do with him, 
and don't mean to." 

The f ths. Hear, hear ! 



Vi 
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Stretcher (continuing). WeVe had enough 
dictation from the Millionnaire power — a great 
deal too much. But the day of power for the 
people is coming, and all these tyrannical interests 
will have to succumb to the rising sovereign. 
It is time we should have representation of our 
own class in a Parliament composed of land- 
owners, capitalists and blood-sucking profes- 
sionals; and we mean to strike out a line for 
ourselves. The Trades are going for a man of 
their own — Mr. Buggies, and depend upon it we 
shall return him or a Fogy. 

Pike. That is exactly what 1 wanted to know 
and to speak about. I recognise the working 
man's claims to the full ; so does my client. I 
only ask that we should take means to ascertain 
our relative strength, and when that is dis- 
covered, let us unite the whole party on one can- 
didate. If Mr. Kuggles is decided upon, why 
you can rely on the whole of us to assist you. 
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Stretcher. No we can't. Itfs no use sitting 
there and telling lies, Mr. Pike. We know as 
well as you do that you and all like you would 
rather vote for a Fogy than a working man, and 
we can see that if you want us to go into 
negotiations for a settlement it is with the in- 
tention on your part of settling it one way. We 

■ 

understand you. You have had your fee and 
you must earn it. We are looking for a repre- 
sentative ; you are working for a client. 

Mr. Pike's face was a browner study than 
before. It was useless for him to vent his rage 
upon nine Unionists in a small back room eighty 
feet from the front door ; so he withdrew, and 
had the mortification to hear a hearty outburst 
of laughter as he went down the long passage. 
The placard trick had turned out a failure. ^ 

In the evening Mr. Tomkins held what was 
termed an enthusiastic meeting, and no doubt 
to a superficial observer would have appeared 
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so ; but three-fourths of the crowd was com- 
posed of Fogies or trades-unionists or freemen, 
anxious to draw another champion into the mSlSe. 



* * 



IX. — A Fogy Candidate. 

While the Populars were thus crystallizing into 
organisms, representing the healthy variety of 
their opinions or their personal and local piques, 
a few shrewd Obstructives in the borough opened 
communications with head-quarters. They had 
come to the conclusion that if any two of the 
existing candidates went to the poU, there was a 
fair chance for a Fogy ; and if aU three persisted 
in their candidature the Obstructive success was 
certain. Their tactics were in extreme contrast 
with those of their opponents. A committee of 
a dozen met privately at the house of Mr. Mug- 
geridge the brewer. The rest of the party con- 
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tentecQy awaited their decision and not a word 
of their counsels escaped to the other side. They 
themselves knew every move of the Populars 
almost ^ soon as it was made. In applying to 
the party leaders in London to procure them a 
candidate, they warned them that their policy 
was not to produce him till a late hour. Mr. 
Pike heard of the meetings, and felt sure there 
was danger in the air, but he could discover 
nothing. Sinpleton wrote to Mr. Fugleman, 
urging him to take means to draw oflF Heneage. 
Lord Bantam and Heneage canvassed vigor- 
ously, and Euggles addressed the electors every 
evening. 

Mr. Pivot's ingenuity exhausted itself in trjdng 
to find a solution of this electoral knot. Heneage 
wa's offered a Kecordership. His vanity, how- 
ever, accepted this as a proof how dangerous he 
was, and he refused it. The writ was issued ; 

but Pike being the town-clerk, and the mayor an 
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Antrobus man, it was clear the election would 
be delayed till the latest moment. No sooner 
was the writ proclaimed, than the Fogy mine 
was sprung. The walls of Woodbury effloresced 
in blue placards, informing the Obstructive electors 
that a candidate was coming. He duly arrived 
by the afternoon train. Mr. Muggeridge, with 
his friends and a large body of freemen, who now 
saw their brightest hopes about to be realised, 
received him with enthusiasm at the railway 
station. He was a young honourable — ^a captain 
in the army, cousin to a peer whose splendid 
domain was the resort of the townsfolk. No 
sooner had he reached the borough than signi- 
ficant circumstances were noted by experienced 
observers on the Popular side. His address was 
issued — with a compliment to the trades-unionists 
— ^referring to his high lineage, and the proximity 
of one of the estates of his brother, and to his 
service in Her Majesty's livery (not using those 
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words). It declared him to be a moderate Fogy, ^ 
" desirous of advancing, at a pace consistent with 
safety, without hazarding the Crown, the Church, 
or the Constitution, the highest interests of the 
working man/' 

He pronounced against the ballot, but was in 
favour of giving to the artisan his legitimate rights. 

On these grounds he requested to be returned, 
and began an energetic canvass of the borough. 

Another significant circumstance was the un- 
wonted facility of credit oflfered for draught ale 
by the publicans, and the vast number of drunken 
persons who paraded the streets, uttering warm 
exclamations of adherence to Captain Cavendishe 
" ash she besht man." 

More significant still was the coolness exhibited 
by numbers of persons — ^previously favourable to 
one or other of the Popular candidates — ^whose 
eyes had been opened to their errors by the 
appearance of the young Captain. 
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Mr. Pivot himself arrived in Woodbury by 
the train succeeding that which had conveyed 
the Honourable Captain Cavendishe. He had 
letters of introduction from the Whip to various 
tried friends. One from Tilson to his manufac- 
turer cousin ; and others from a certain peer of 
the realm to the agent of a certain estate and to 
Mr. Eichey. 



X. — Electoral Skirmishing. 

Mr. Pivot had seen Lord Bantam and his 
agents, and had taken the bearings of the 
position. To his experienced eye it looked very 
blue in more senses than one. Tilson's cousin 
had been visited by the young lord, but was 
hanging fire. Mr. Simpleton had come to the 
conclusion that he meant to support Mr. Heno- 
age, who was known to be plying him with 
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personal and fatiiily influences. Mr. Eichey 
belonged to the Independent party in the borough, 
and felt himself much aggrieved by the assump- 
tion of Mr. Pike, in introducing, without con- 
sulting that party, a candidate who was clearly 
a Ministerial " bantling " — ^this was Mr. Eiche/s 
mild play on the young lord's name. Had the 
compliment of consulting Mr. Richey been paid 
to him before Lord Bantam's arrival, there can 
be no doubt he would have esteemed him the 
most eligible candidate in the world ; so seriously 
is our judgment affected by the method of pre- 
senting things. 

When Mr. Pivot called upon Mr. Eichey, he 
was politely but drily received. 

" I have had a very long and pressing letter/' 
said the engineer frankly, " from Tilson, and am 
glad to hear he has been so well provided for. I 
have had to help him a little lately. I wish I could 
in return aid his views and yours, consistently 



6o LORD BANTAM. 

with my conscience ; but of course you would not 
wish my judgment to be warped by any gene- 
rosity of the Government to a relative of mine." 
" Oh ! certainly not," responded Mr. Pivot. 

"These matters should always be kept entirely 
distinct/' 

"Yes," repeated the other, "these matters 
should always be kept entirely distinct. And I 
propose to keep them distinct. Tilson has done 
the Government good service in the past, and 
it is for that no" doubt they have given him his 
reward. I may as well say at once, I this morn- 
ing came to the determination to support my 
friend Mr. Heneage." 

Mr. Pivot expressed his regret, aflfirmed the 
hopelessness of the barrister's chance, explained 
the position of the party, the importance of 
returning Lord Bantam, who was a most brilliant 
and promising young man 
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Rather extreme, eh ?" hinted Mr. Richey. 
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—Extreme in theory, but practically under his 
father's able influence and the necessities of his 
fortune, of a safe conservative spirit. It had 
been quite taken for granted that Mr. Eichey 
would as usual support the Government and use 
his immense influence in helping to heal the 
divisions in the party. Already was it becom- 
ing too late to do it since the Fogy was in the 
field. He urged Mr. Richey to reconsider his de- 
termination. Lord Bantam was the Government 
candidate, and he might reckon that he had 
the support of Lord Haricot, who had given 
him a letter to Mr. Pike, the Antrobus agent. 

Mr. Eichey was intractable. He declined to 
change his mind. Then Pivot produced Mr. 
Tilson's introduction, containing an urgent appeal 
to his relative, and a letter from Lord Haricot, 
as an old friend and one who in his trust- 
capacity had had considerable dealings with Mr. 
Eichey's firm, asking him to support " the party 



62 LORD BANTAM. 

candidate " and the son of a most intimate friend. 
Mr. Eichey's father and father's father had been 
manufacturers in Woodbury, and Mr. Eichey was 
a proud-nosed man. His nostrils dilated when he 
read this letter. Bowing stiflly to Mr. Pivot he 
told him he could not see his way to support 
Lord Bantam. Mr. Pivot took his leave. 

He was more fortunate in his next venture. 
Mr. Tomkins was still in the way ; and Mr. 
Tomkins's vanity was not hard to touch. 

By an adroit use of combined promise and 
flattery, the Treasury agent succeeded in imbuing 
Tomkins with the notion that he was the most 
dangerous rival in the field and that his retire- 
ment would turn the election. This to Tomkins 
was next best thing to getting in himself, and in 
the proud consciousness of his importance, he at 
once oflfered his best support and his influence 
among the Dissenters to the Ministerial candidate. 
He was introduced to Lord Bantam ; whereupon 
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his services were put in requisition to bring the 
young lord into communication with the noted 
Baptist preacher, Dr. Dulcis. 



» * 



XI. — Canvassing Extraordinary. 

Dr. Dulcis was one of the most remarkable of 
living Dissenters. A profound theologian, a 
singularly ripe and elegant scholar, a powerful 
rhetorician, eloquent, refined, a man of science, 
he had shed the rays of his genius far beyond 
the atmosphere of his rather narrow denomina- 
tion. Few men of letters or of science were 
unacquainted with the brilliant and industrious 
minister, and he won their affection, along with 
their regard, by the strangely magnetic attraction 
of his manner. Circumscribed as hasty opinion 
would have deemed his Calvinistic creed, he 
displayed toward all men the broadest kindliness, 
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For from thine eyes cut off I am, 

I in my haste had said. 
My voice yet heard'st Thou, when to Thee 

With cries 

At this point a velvet-coated little cherub, 
rolling his eyes round the room, happened to 
fix them on the strangers at the door, whereupon 
dropping the line, he shouted, " Papa, look ! " 

Dr. Dulcis turned from his labours and came 
forward. His face was flushed with exertion, 
but, endued as he was with all the self-possession 
of a gentleman, he exceedingly impressed the 
young lord by the dignity of his manner. 

" You find me at a favourite amusement, my 
lord," said he, as if unconscious ' of the kindly 
irony which his term for the occupation of 
singing such uncouth verses suggested to the 
minds of his hearers ; " we are all fond of 
singing and specially fond of some of those 
old Scotch versions which preserve so much of 
the ruggedness and simplicity of the original 
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These verses afforded consolation to very different 
men. Luther, a man of action, used to dwell 
with pleasure on that thirty-jfirst verse ; and the 
next was a favourite one of Melancthon, whose 
gentle mind was peculiarly sensitive to the * strife 
of tongues/" 

It is needless to say that this opening 
rather placed the agent outside the conversation, 
but the young lord took it up very cordially. 
A propos of the Psalms, he forthwith plunged 
into a discussion on the Hebraism of Milton, and 
was astonished by the acute and brilliant com- 
ments made by his interlocutor. The agent 
was peculiarly vexed ; he deemed this a sheer 
waste of time ; he was a man of the world in 
a sense but his wisdom stopped at a low 
level. He did not know, what Lord Bantam's 
higher instincts told him, that with the man 
before him he was doing more good by this 
conversation than by several hours of political 
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babble. At length the doctor himself came to 
the point. 

" I am very glad to see you, my lord," said 
he, '^ for your movements have not been without 
interest to me. Your boldness in casting off the 
restraints of class-interest, in your circumstances 
and at so early an age, has, if you will pardon 
the liberty I take in expressing it, won my 
preliminary regard." 

*' I am for right and justice," said the noble 
proletarian ; " a right and justice based, I believe, 
on the original principles of a great Teacher, 
whom you honour as a divine prophet, and I as a 
human philosopher of singular insight and power. 
In the early simplicity of His disciples, before 
casuistic and transcendental refinement had been 
introduced by speculative theorists like Paul, 
the tendency of the followers of Christ^ was 
to that perfect Commune which the purest and 
most advanced philosophy of this day regards 
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as the highest ideal of human social organi- 
sation/^ 

The agent was stupified. Dr. Dulcis seemed 
to overlook the combination of ungracious infer- 
ences involved in the young man's speech — ^the 
result of that intellectual arrogance which is the 
most common and intolerable of our University- 
affectations. He said, quietly, 

" We could hardly discuss at this time all 
the points raised by your lordship. I of course 
regard them in a different light and with another 
judgment. What I am happy to see is that 
you express broad and liberal opinions — such 
as in my belief must always when sincerely 
held and freely expressed tend to bring truth 
out of darkness and fix it in human conduct. 
Politically I am inclined to agree with you 
that there is much to be learned in modem 
economic polity, from the simple social principles 
of Christ; but I am afraid it is dangerous to 
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say so. Men are unhappily not prepared for the 
millennium." 

" But/' intruded the business-like Mr. Simple- 
ton, " do you think, Dr. Dulcis, you can give his 
lordship your support at this election ? " 

" I think I can," said the doctor ; *^ and if you 
should be returned, as I hope you may be, 
perhaps we shall have frequent opportunities of 
comparing notes on many important subject^." 

The young lord with difl&culty drew him- 
self away from the charming Dissenter to the 
harassing and degrading business of canvassing. 
There is probably no occupation, short of a 
crime, more demoralising — and none certainly so 
disheartening, as the door to door mendicancy of 
a candidate for the honour of representing a 
borough in the Parliament of these kingdoms. 
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XII. — Inconyenient Results of Popular Reform. 

Mr. Pivot's next move was towards the de- 
mocracy. He was in Woodbury, not to secure 
the return. of a Popular but to obtain a seat for 
a Government nominee. To checkmate the 
dangerous barrister, it was essential that the 
Trades-unionist should first be dismissed the field. 
So Mr. Pivot called upon Kuggles. They had 
met before. Kuggles was an agitator, and had 
taken part in many contests on behalf of demo- 
cratic candidates, whose gratitude vanished with 
their success. His rude and straightforward abili- 
ties were antipathies of the Treasury agent. 

" Ha 1 Mr. Pivot," said the Unionist, " are you 
down here ? There's sure to be some mischief up. 
You are not come to help me I know." 

" I am down here," said the other blandly, 

o 2 



72 LORD BANTAM, 

} " to help the party. With this excess of Popular 
candidates the party will go to the wall. Is 
there no way of negotiating a compromise ? 
Take me into your confidence." 

" If I took you in there," said Kuggles, " you 
would soon take me in another way Fm thinking. 
However TU be frank with you. There is one 
negotiation that wiU answer." 

" What's that ? " asked the other. 

" Withdraw the other candidates " 

" Oh ! I have no influence over them what- 
ever." 

" Yes you have Mr. Pivot, pardon me. The 
Treasury has ways of getting rid of candidates 
when they want to get in a gentleman. Let them 
show their sincerity towards us by helping me 
to the seat now there is a good chance of re- 
turning me." 

" Impossible," said Pivot. " Lord Bantam 
has the Antrobus influence and you cannot 



— P^WP ■ . 1 .,^ U " I ^ i— ggeig^— ^B^T! ! . ■■ -J w ii -y eawyE^eigga qjpp jpia ^gggc ^^i.i ...gg e^^^g 



RESULTS OF POPULAR REFORM. 73 

expect him to withdraw, nor can you oflfer him 
any inducements to do so. As for Mr. Heneage I 
understand he is unmanageable." 

" Of course. He is a barrister looking for 
place/' said Kuggles, bitterly. 

" Well, now, Kuggles," said Pivot, " you and 
I have worked together, and understand each 
other " 

"Do we?" interjected the shoemaker in an 
undertone. 

" And really, my dear fellow, such a town as 
this is not the place for you. You are a reason- 
able man, and have sense enough to see that this 
is an aristocratic and middle-class borough, and 
such people need educating up to the point of 
adopting a working-man candidate. I admit 
the stupidity of their prejudice, but as a practical 
man I entreat you to consider how hopeless 
it is to overcome it. If you will show me any 
borough in which there is a sufficient number of 
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working men to give you a chance, honour bright, 
I promise you the support of the Treasury and 
the money shall be found/ ^ 

" Stay a minute," said the unruly Ruggles ; 
" you propose to return me somewhere by work- 
ing-men. I am fighting for a wider principle 
than the mere return of a working man by 
working men. We are insisting that there ought 
to be no class in politics, and that a working 
man who has equal or higher abilities ought to 
have as generous support from the upper classes 
as the gentlemen get from the lower. We are 
determined also that we will be consulted in 
every election, and have no hole-and-corner 
nominations by self-constituted leaders. Those 
are the principles I'm fighting for here ; and, it 
strikes me, they are principles none of you will 
understand thoroughly until we have let a lot of 
Fogies slip into Parliament.^' 

Pivot bit his lips. He was thinking what 
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infinite idiots were the reforming busybodies who 
had made these awkward electoral incidents pos- 
sible. They were the distraction of a party — 
especially of a Popular party with its confounded 
variety of opinions. 



XIII, — Esplosion — of a totally new Falminating Agent. 
Meamtime a mine was preparing for Mr. Pivot 
of a very unexpected character. No sooner had 
he left Mr, Eichey, than that gentleman put 
on his hat and went over to Mr. Heneage's com- 
mittee-rooms. He was excited. 

"Mr. Heneage," said he, "Lord Bantam's 
friends, and my Lord Haricot, and the Treasury 
have to-day passed ' an insult upon me which I 
venture to say is unprecedented in my family 
history. Read that letter [Lord H.'s], and that 
[Tihon's]. 
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Heneage read and profited. He handed them 
to" his agent whose eyes twinkled. The latter 
seemed to be revolving some programme or news- 
paper placard in his mind ; for he said, musingly, 
"Unprecedented afiair — ^Treasury dictation in 
elections — extraordinary perversion of a trust for 
political purposes by a Ministerial peer. Mr. 
Eichey," said he, "you have won us the election." 

After half an hour's consultation, the following 
letter was addressed to the Prime Minister : — 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE UDOLPHO 

POLKINOHORNE, M.P. 

Jkc^ Jtc, Jtc. 

Treasury, Whitehall 
SIR, 

I Jiave the honour to address you on a matter of extreme 
importance, A most unusual and improper interference in 
the freedom of election has taken placs on the part of your 
subordinates in the Treasury, and of a Cabinet Minister of 
high position— of so grave a character as seriously to jeopar- 
dise the Ministry if made public, 

A Treasury agent has been sent down to the borough 
during a contested election, for t/ie express purpose of assisting 
a particular Popular candidate, though there are two others in 
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the fields who has^ without even paying me the courtesy of 
calling upon me, canvassed on hehalf of that candidate; and 
has, moreover, endeavoured to use undue inftu&nce in weaning 
frofin me some of my supporters, 

I cannot conceive that conduct so disingentums and so 
utterly at variance with the proper management of a great 
party should have teen adopted with^your concurrence. 

I have further to inform you that the Right Honourable the 
Lord President of the Council — wh<> is a trustee of the estate 
to which the largest interest in this dorough is attached — has 
used the fortuitous position given him dy that relation, to 
exercise U9idue influence and pressure upon the tenants of that 
estate in favour of Lord Bantam. It is unnecessary for me 
to point out the damaging effect which a disclosure of this 
fact would have upon the prestige of the Ministry, and I 
appeal to you to see that such remedy is applied as may 
afford me complete reparation for this most injurious and 
improper intervention. 

I have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble Servant, 

FREDERICK COKE BENE AGE. 

This letter was forwarded by train and 
specially delivered. It acted like a shell at the 
Treasury. Messengers radiated in all direc- 
tions. A telegram conveyed the news to Pivot 
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whose quick apprehension took in the effect of 
the letter in a moment. This was electioneering 
of the highest order. By the down train arrived 
a Treasury messenger, with a letter to Heneage, 
boldly refuting all his inferences ; asserting that 
Lord Haricot had positively declined to inter- 
fere in the election and had strictly adhered 
to his determination ; that his letter to Pike had 
been simply one of courtesy (copy enclosed), 
and that Mr. Kichey had evidently mistaken the 
tenour of the communication made to him. 

What the Treasury communicated to Mr. 
Pivot he kept to himself. But he called together 
Lord Bantam's inner council. A very long con- 
ference ensued. That also was secret. Mr. 
Simpleton there expressed himself with some ani- 
mation, and protested that they ought to go on. 
He assured them that he had "been over the 
borough " and felt perfectly certain, if matters 
were left in his hands, that he could return his 
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lordship. Before the daylight had closed it was 
whispered about town that the young lord had 
retired, and the crowd that collected round the 
" Moon and Green Cheese " soon read the con- 
firmation in an advertisement posted on either 
side of the door. Simpleton's disgust was inex- 
pressible. He had got hold of six experienced 
fellows by whom he would have succeeded in 
convincing a large number of voters of Lord 
Bantam's superiority — at any price. But he con- 
fessed that these new ways of electioneering were 
*^ unsettling his stomach." 

Heneage's triumph was only momentary. At 
the nomination Buggies had the show of hands ; 
at the poll the Honourable Captain Cavendishe 
led his opponents by nearly two hundred and 
fifty votes. Qf these, one hundred were 
friends of the trades-unionist, and the other 
hundred and fifty were supporters of Mr. Hene- 
age. The arguments that had transformed them 
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were employed during the course of the night 
that preceded the day of polling. 
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XIV. — The Press express their Opinions. 

The fiasco at Woodbury afforded an oppor- 
tunity to the press for some sparkling criticisms. 
Nearly everybody had a rap over the knuckles. 
Mr. Heneage was blamed for his "unjustifiable 
ambition/' his " overweening self-confidence," his 
" disregard of the amenities of party discipline ; " 
threatened with everlasting political reproba- 
tion for " dividing the party." The Ministerial 
journals were specially vicious. Lord Bantam's 
success, it was represented with great truth, 
would have been certain, had no other candidate 
appeared in the field. He was the first to offer 
himself, had been selected by the local heads of 
the party, approved by the leaders in London; 
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and it was most unreasonable that a gentle- 
man of comparatively unknown name without 
any claims upon the party, should have taken 
advantage of some small local discontent to 
organise opposition. Populars all over the 
country were warned that discipline was essential 
to party success and reminded that free-lance poli- 
ticians were parliamentary nuisances. Poor Kug- 
gles had no mercy. His assumptions were cha- 
racterised as impudent, and the fallacious nature 
of the claims of working men to representation 
were rather illogically pointed out on the one 
hand, while it was argued on the other that in 
effect there was abeady a fair proportion of 
working-men representatives in the House. 
Tomkins was asked why he should have inter- 
posed his vain and hopeless candidature at so 
critical a period,, thereby distracting the atten- 
tion of the electors. Amidst all these objurga- 
tions it was omitted to be observed that the 



/\ 



/ 



82 LORD BANTAM. 

object of a party organisation and a parlia- 
mentary whip was to prevent sucli occur- 
rences. Whether a little more tactical skill at 
head-quarters might not have secured a victory 
for the party at the expense of a disappoint- 
ment to the Government was not asked, though 
a most pertinent question. Mr. Euggles, in 
a letter to the Chimes, very bluntly told the 
Ministry that "the people cared very little 
about Ministries but very much about prin- 
ciples, and that if they attempted to dictate 
to free boroughs who their representatives were 
to be, or to use undue influences in favour of one 
class or quality in their own party against 
another, they would deserve to be defeated by 
the Fogies at every election until they had come 
to a sense of what the Popular party was, and 
how only it could be managed." 

The reins which are to direct a party of 
progress must necessarily be looser than the curbs 
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which are to hold in hand the party of obstruc- 
tion. The Tartar will guide half a hundred wild 
and unsociable dogs in a pack, without reins, by 
his voice ; your aristocratic whip holds in his 
pampered four-in-hand with double curbs and 
flogs them with an active lash. They are both 
masters in driving, and both succeed in getting 
out of their team the largest possible results, but 
their different tactics are owing to the difference 
in the animals. 
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The annoyance caused to the Ffowlsmere 
family by this failure was short lived. The 
borough of Ffowlsmere was held by an obedient 
servant of the Earl, who shortly after found 
hiTTi an office, and thereupon Lord Bantam was 
returned without opposition. On presenting 



84 LORD BANTAM. 

himself to the constituency the inveterate Broad- 
bent formed a party to oppose him; but our 
hero developed a breadth of view which com- 
pletely won over the Chartist leaders. He even 
professed many of their principles. His religion 
was clearly as unsettled as their own, and his 
Communistic views were in such strange contrast 
with his enormous prospects that Broadbent began 
to hope that this youth was to be the pioneer 
of a new Socialistic era. For the present the 
shoemaker was compelled to be satisfied with 
vague pledges, but he looked forward to creat- 
ing in the borough a party strong enough to 
demand something more specific. The young 
lord scandalized his most respectable supporters 
by insisting that Broadbent should second him at 
the nomination — a humiliation to which it took 
all the weight of his wealth and position to 
reconcile them to submit. In this way Lord 
Bantam became a Member of Parliament. 
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XVI. — Disaster to a Prig Ministry. 

Lord Bantam took the oaths and his seat for 
Ffowlsmere. At this tirae the state of parties in 
the House and the position of the Ministry were 
peculiar. It was suffering from a Prig incubus. 1 
Its chief — one may say its heaviest members 
were of that anachronistic class that appertains 
to the era of primary reform ; an era which has 
almost become to the scientific student of poli- 
tics a fossil period, wherein are stratified not a 
few monsters and other relics — in stone. The 
Prigs are a well-known party. They are zealous 
for progress — ^when it is least agitated. They 
have a Dervish-like proficiency in tergiversation. 
Their theories and professions are ostentatiously 
liberal ; but in fact they are the most niggardly 
of political benefactors. A Prig is a Fogy with- 
out principle and a Kadical without practice. 

TOL. II. H 
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The ministry then in power was that of Lord 
Polkinghome, a Prig by birth and education. He 
was ably supplemented by the Earl of Ffowlsmere, 
Lord Haricot, and other distinguished Prigs, A 
cruel vulgarism was current regarding the con- 
nection of this last-mentioned peer with the 
Ministry, that he was always making a hash of 
it. A few diluted Radicals taken into the Cabi- 
net as a concession to the extremists, but rigidly 
selected with reference to their moderation or 
their known impressibility, were insufficient to 
infuse into this highly respectable Government 
the life-blood of progress. For some years peace 
on the Continent and prosperity at home had 
prolonged conditions favourable to the quiescence 
of this ministry. But unhappily men will think. 
Requiescat in Pace is only written on dead 
men's tombs ; and Lord Polkinghome found that 
it was not to be inscribed on his administration. 
The people became conscious of social wants and 
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of corresponding Government neglects, and in 
looking round to remedy these, found themselves 
obstructed by the state of the political machinery 
wherewith the regeneration was to be worked. 
The Public Health was in an unendurable state, 
and .there was neither law nor organisation to 

■ 

improve it. No efforts were being made to 
redress those inequalities between the capitalist 1 
and labourer, which must exist and increase un- 
less the Jatter has some artificial aid from a 
power superior to both to adjust the balance. 
They discovered that the chronic agitations of 
an island attached to the empire had become so 
serious as to necessitate immediate legislation, 
and they resolved that the long-tried methods of 
quieting the aspirations of a people — ^fiery and 
foolish in too many things yet having their rights 
before God and man — ^must now be displaced by 
measures more rational. A strong national feel- 
ing was growing in favour of the provision of 
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education by the State, and a subordinate agita- 
tion arose out of it concerning the question of 
procuring the necessary schools by a concurrent 
endowment of denominations. The labour orga- 
nisations were demanding that Government 
should superintend the migration of labour with- 
in the kingdom, and the emigration from it. In- 
deed the country had clearly resolved that it had 
rested and been thankful with exemplary pa- 
tience, and it now began to yawn and stretch its 
arms portentously. In doing so, like Gulliver 
with the Lilliputians, it shook the ministry rather 
roughly. 

As is too frequently necessary — and perhaps 
much too often wrongly considered necessary — 
the minds of the people looked towards the ac- 
complishment of these great ends by overhauling 
the political machinery. A tremendous agita- 
tion shook the country, having for its aim the 
Reconstitution of Electoral Districts. It was 
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represented that many small constituencies were 
more powerful than large ones — that glaring in- 
equalities yet remained as a legacy from the past 
era of obstruction — that the effect of these in- 
equalities was to cripple the popular vote and give 
undue power to the limited classes. Until this 
was changed, it was alleged, there could be no 
hope of obtaining a truly Popular House and a 
truly Popular ministry. 

The government of Lord Polkinghome — 
pledged so far as hustings-speeches went to faci- 
litate representation of the people — found itself 
compelled to take up the question. It had 
brought in several bills on successive sessions— 
and had permitted them not to succeed. At 
length the country would brook delay no longer. 
Excitement ran high. Vast public meetings were 
held in large halls or in the open air. Immense 
bodies of men from six to ten abreast filed for 
hours before the clubs and palaces at the West 
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End of the metropolis, for the purpose of enabl- 
ing their tenants to count the numbers of persons 
who disagreed with them — perhaps a. not alto- 

/ gether useless lesson in arithmetic. Squirming- 
ham went into hysterics, with its mayor in- 

f cessantly in the chair. Cottonchester wasted 
its hours in spinning indignant orations. Liver- 

^ sedge, Ironchester, Radford, sent deputations to 
the Prime Minister. He, on account of their 
magnitude was obliged — ^with the leave of the 
Domestic Minister, who had all obstructions 
carefully removed for the purpose — to receive 
them in the Park, and paid them extreme 
courtesy. The "Redistribution League," consti- 
tuted by some very able artisans in London, 
spread its ramifications through the country. Of 
course the Government had been obliged to bring 
in a bill, and of course it was unsatisfactory. It 
had the flavour of Priggism. It preserved too 
carefully the county influence, and the very object 
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of the Radicals was to reduce that influence to the 
minimum. The Fogies were dissatisfied with it 
because it was too Radical, and uniting with 
their opponents below the gangway in a 
division on the second reading, they, just three 
weeks after Lord Bantam had become a mem- 
ber of the House, threw out the bill and the 
ministry. 

Our young lord, who sat below the gang- 
way, had been eager to show that he was a 
Minerva legislator and needed no suckling. He 
spoke twice before the catastrophe — once on the 
question of facilitating the acquisition of homes by 
artisans in great cities — and the second time (on 
the Redistribution Bill) in a very ambitious speech 
against the Government, of which his father was 
a member. At this the Earl lost his temper, and 
rated him soundly for his unnatural conduct. To 
which he replied that his conscience had com- 
pelled him tO' act as he had done. Whereupon 
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the Earl, with true Prig consistency, " d— d his 



conscience/' 






XVII. — The Claims of Society on its Oods. 

Now fairly launched upon the world — ^Peer's 
son, Rotterdam heir, member of Parliament, bud- 
ding statesman, author — Lord Bantam was a con- 
spicuous object. A star like this could shine with 
no dim splendour. But if stars are sublunary 
enough to be reached by human enterprise their 
destiny is to do more than twinkle. The young 
lord had taken some quiet chambers at St. 
James's, expecting to be left to do his work as a 
people's representative. 

In a few weeks the number of circulars, 
cards, letters, newspapers, forwarded to him from 
all parts of the United Kingdom, from people 
of every nation, sex and profession, from cor- 
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porate and incorporate bodies, and from the 
clergy, strack him aghast. He found it neces- 
sary to hire another room and employ a secre- 
tary. He was good natured, he was energetic, 
he was open to flattery, he was heir to fabulous 
wealth. These were dangerous qualifications in 
England just then. So many people were 
anxious to take advantage of them. The number 
of agents who called for subscriptions to societies, 
philanthropic or otherwise, was legion. He went 
into a good deal of their work with avidity. He 
became Vice-President of the " Poor Authors' 
Society" at the usual expense of £50. He held 
the same office for the "Centenarian Widows' 
Fund " and the " Society for the Keclamation of 
Waste Women." He became a Patron of the 
" Good Samaritan Insurance Club," the only 
appropriateness one could distinguish in the name 
being that it was certain to land its client on the 
back of an ass. 
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But Lord Bantam proved of too earnest and 
practical a turn of mind for the managers of some 
of these charities. In many of them those 
qualities were gladly welcomed and happily 
utilised. Others deemed him needlessly intrusive 
into the conduct of their business or the state of 
their accounts. Thus he scandalised the managers 
of the Centenarian Widows' Fund, by suggesting 
that the annual dinner should be foregone by the 
subscribers and devoted to the widows, but the 
secretary and managers hastily explained that 
dinners were means to extract aid from the con- 
sumers of them. Lord Bantam was incredulous. 
He would not believe that the gift of any really 
charitable person could be given or withheld on 
motives so gross and trivial But he was admit- 
tedly a novice. The officials were better 
acquainted with the grounds of British benevo- 
lence, and since their own living was at stake 
they may be taken to have been correct. 
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He was besieged both in and out of the 
House, by promoters of public companies, who 
set before him authentic estimates for making 
money without trouble. He was simply asked 
to "lend his name" as a director. It is a 
singular fact that to such allurements Lord 
Bantam was particularly open. Wealth never 
seems to oversatisfy its possessor. The insati- 
able MORE rules the millionnaire and the pauper 
alike. It was a pleasure to him to exhibit a 
talent for business and to increase his already 
exorbitant riches. The Earl his father was 
not disinclined to encourage him in this line, 
cautioning him to investigate carefully ever}'' 
scheme proposed to him. In the course of a year 
Lord Bantam's name adorned nearly twenty 
prospectuses of public companies, along with 
peers, M.P.'s, and supposititious capitalists. To 
any other man the results would have been 
ruinous. It was not until he had narrowly 
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escaped a criminal prosecution that he had the 
strength to resist the tempting proposak set before 
him by stock-jobbing fellow-legislators in the lob- 
bies of Parliament. 






XVIII.— The Nobility. 

I AM inclined to think that at this time our 

* 
hero was the prey of an ambition such as 

sometimes afficts ardent minds even outside of 

asylums. Broadbent had thoroughly convinced 

himself and succeeded in persuading the young 

lord that "there was a great career before 

him." This career was to come to a glorious 

consummation in the transfiguration of labour 

and the regeneration of society. It was pointed 

out to Lord Bantam that, as labour must get 

its rights and society was sure to be regene- 

rat-ed, it would be no mean honour to be the 
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leader in that illustrious movement. There 
is a patent vagueness in the terms employed 
and as much in the object, but both sounded and 
seemed very magnificent. To a man of such 
forced intellectual activities, various sympathies 
and supreme philosophies as Bantam, the pros- 
pect was transcendent, and the few mountains of 
obstruction which appeared in the way dwindled 
into mole-hills. The dreams of the proletariat 
rested upon a condition of things which I must, 
at the risk of being tedious, describe with a little 
detail. 

In the political character of the British artisan 
there was much to discourage his most generous 
admirer. The influence of feudal tyranny, of 
debasing patronage, of a vicious system of poor 
relief, of reckless and inordinate charity, of an 
ignorance, — the peril and evil of which lay at the 
door of long-protracted Prig indifference, sup- 
ported by Fogy inertness and clerical bigotry, 
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— showed their cruel effects in the condition 
of the working-classes. 

Against this state of things, how could they, 
poor weaklings ! fight ? Out of the mire of it 
how blindly, wildly, must* they struggle ! What 
generous sympathy and patient forbearing help did 
they require in their difficult efforts to enhance 
their position ! 

This was the state in which Lord Bantam 
found them, and, I regret fo say, has left them. 
They had organized themselves in a rough way 
at first, but afterwards with remarkable success, 
into associations for protecting the Rights of 
Labour. In doing this, no wonder if they often 
erred, often went to extremes, often broke the 
conditions of the social compact ; the injustice 
was not always on their side. They had in cer- 
tain instances recognised objects of common good, 
and with the aid of noble men from other 
classes had attained them. They were still dis- 
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satisfied. They were conscious that they needed 
more — not always sensible or always agreed 
what that more was. Some looked to political 
change and revolution as the torch of their social 
improvement. Others looked to projects appa- 
rently more utilitarian and less ambitious, such 
as that the State should organise the labour of 
the country; superintend the disposition of profits, 
of land, 0^ food ; in fact, that the Government 
should be the father and mother of the nation. 

« 

They did not see how impracticable such a ' 
scheme was ; that the freest of governments must 
of necessity be the least paternal ; that the best 
which is done for a man is what he does for him- 
self ; that the most they could ask society to do — 
and that was much — was to prompt and foster 
judicious measures when there was danger of their 
lying undone for want of such aid — to remove 
the impediments, legal, social, political, religious, 
which on nearly every hand obstructed progress 
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and enterprise ; and lastly, that though society did 

I 

ignore many of its duties, remedies in the proposed 
degree would almost have involved its destruction. 
Among these men had arisen able leaders, not 
always wise or discreet perhaps, some of them 
not always trustworthy, yet many of them men 
of good metal and earnest spirit.. But envy, 
detraction, jealousy ^ incompatibility of view, 
temper, aim, religion struck wide savage gaps 
through the vast mass, and everywhere it yawned 

4 

with divisions and lost its concrete strength. No 
wonder with such a mass ! So terribly inert, 
so sadly ignorant, so corrupted by the evil negli- 
gence of the past, so deficient in the elements 
of political cohesion. How weeds and thorns 
flourished in it ! How Infidels, Revolutionists, 
Eed Communists spread their vicious CQntagion 
among the reeking millions, and how society 
looked on, and trembled, and wondered what the 
end would be — and did nothing. 
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Lord Bantam marking these things, thought, 
with hasty and impulsive generalisation, that the 
end ought to be the Commune, and that he would 
be doing a patriot's duty in pioneering that end. 
He enthusiastically dedicated himself to the pro- 
pagation of theories of free thought and free 
life. He disregarded the less lofty but equally 
noble and more practical possibilities of good 
lying at his hands : in the various measures for 
securing to the labourer healthier homes better 
dwellings, facilities for internal and colonial 
transit ; for opening to their energies the vast land 
resources of the empire and encouraging their 
development of them; in improving their rela- 
tions with their employers ; in removing all hin- 
drances to their free association and cooperation ; 
in extending to them the benefits of ordinary and 
technical education; in freeing the land from 
feudal restraints and superstitions, from an im- 
politic law of settlement, from the evils of primo- 

VOL. II. I 
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geniture, from the incubus of mortmain, and from 
the obstructions, legal or otherwise, to its cheap 
and easy transfer; in reclaiming for the settle- 
ment of labourers vast tracts now lying waste ; 
and in those thousand-and-one remedies which lie 
in removal of restrictions. These great measures, 
which society might with some safety engage in, 
were discarded by our hero for the extravagant 
and impracticable dreams of the Commune. 

He naturally came under the notice of political 
intriguers. He subscribed to a Society for the 
Abolition of the Sabbath, and attended meetings 
held in Bellowsbury, by a brawler who com- 
bined secret plotting, open-air preaching, and 
organising demonstrations on every question 
aflfecting the working-classes, with a shallow irre- 
ligion. This person made a living out of inge- 
nious blasphemy, and procured currency for 
opinions not otherwise vendible, by mixing them 
with profanity^ 
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Lord Bantam's ostentatious principles of 
general humanity led him to overlook these evil 
accidents, and he professed to find in this man's 
work a ground of good and verity which justified 
him in assisting it. So grossly had he mistaken 
Kelso's teaching. How much capacity of good 
he himself may have lost by his indiscreet and 
needless boldness he never seems to have con- 
sidered, and we are not called upon to estimate. 
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I. — Society — at large. 

Our hero had spent his life thus far somewhat 
apart from the company of the other sex. The 
Countess's fashionable cliques did not attract 
him. It was the society of a lady intriguing for 
a party with which he had few sympathies. The 
fresh young belles of the season were unknown 
to a young lord engaged in revolutionary poli- 
tics, philosophic philanthropies and the exercise 
of eloquence. It was therefore not without 
awkwardness that he at first made his dSbut. 
Both the Earl and Countess, hoping to wean 
him fix)m his " odd views," impressed upon him 
the necessity of taking his place in the 
social intercourse of his class. Perhaps they 
hoped for a lucky alliance with some charm- 
ing devotee of the party to disperse his youth- 
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ful illusions. In acceding to their desire, he 
did so with bad grace. Society was anxious 
to see him, not only for his distinguished posi- 
tion, but because of his peculiarities ; his red 
hair and notorious opinions were suggestively 
coupled wherever the former appeared. On the 
other hand, he was cool and self-confident in 
argument ; his speech had a startling and rather 
rude directness; his voice even was somewhat 
strident. When the time came for him to dine 
at Lady Singleton's, and to take down the most 
fascinating belle of the season, the Honourable 
Emmeline Wycherley, who was equal to any- 
thing and anybody, from the Derby or tableaux 
vivants with those gay lords, Stableton and 
Guy, to a royal garden party or an Evangelical 
bishop, young Bantam was a mere baby in her 
hands. She chatted so brightly and so rapidly — 
with such naive aflfectation, such sly, coy wit— 
the young lord did not know where he was. 
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He had formed in his celibate and abstracted 
mind his own ideal of a woman — something quite 
diflferent from the sparkling creature beside him ; 
something pensive and powerful, tender yet 
strong, able to wrestle with, yet always sub- 
missive to his mightier nature — an angel and a 
Goddess of Reason. But this actual young lady 
played with his gravest premisses, cut short his 
conclusions, laughed at his most serious argu- 
ments, and dispersed with gay contumely his 
serried array of opinions. — 

Why she would flout the devil, and make blush 

The boldest face of man that ever man saw. 

He that hath best opinion of his wit, 

And hath his brainpan fraught with bitter jests 

(Or of his own or stolen or howsoever), 

Let him stand ne'er so high in 's own conceit, 

Her wit's a sun that melts him down like butter. 

And makes him sit at table pancake-wise, 

Flat, flat, and ne'er a word to say. 

She asked him about the races. 

He protested ignorance of the turf — well he 
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might — ^and raised his eyebrows when she told 
him she ahready had several "ponies on the 
Oaks." 

She unfolded a wide and varied intimacy with 
theatrical gossip, both from before and behind the 
scenes ; and told him how that sad fellow, Loi'd 
Herrick, was quite infatuated with the celebrated 
Bella. The celebrated Bella was unknown to 
Lord Bantam, and he said so. The beauty- 
affected to raise her eyebrows this time. 

She then gave him a lively account of her 
brother's election for Wrongwich, when she can- 
vassed a whole district for him; how she and 
her mamma helped him to floor his opponent, a 
military ofl&cer, by an earnest crusade against 
the Outrageous Distempers Bill. Had he ever 
gone into that question ? Did he know, her 
mamma and she were members of a committee 
for agitating against the bill? Lord Bantam 
blushed most foolishly, and owned that he had 
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never examined the literature of that subject. 
Very well ; she would be sure and tell mamma to 
send him a package of the pamphlets : every 
one was interested in the matter now, and she 
herself had made two colonels promise to vote 
against it in the House. She hoped he would be 
converted, and would help them. 

By the way, talking of that bill, her friend, her 
dearest friend, Sophronia Enequil, — daughter of 
the Earl of Chepstowe you know, — was one of 
those who had come forward to engage publicly in 
the crusade against the bill. She always was a 
blue-stocking, and indeed everyone admitted she 
was very clever. Her speeches and essays were 
getting to be quite celebrated. Had he read 
"Woman and her Master, or the Tables Turned"? 

This work had escaped his observation. 

Sophronia was connected also with the "Society 
for Developing the Mental and Moral Stamina of 
Woman "-in fact, was its honorary secretary. 
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Bantam admitted that this was a new phase of 
sociology to him, and promised to study it. 

Had he heard the new Dean ? All the world 
was going to hear him. His sermons were so 
touching and so graceful, with so much thought, 
and such a manner. It quite thrilled one, and 
made one cry sometimes. Besides, the Dean was 
always preaching to statesmen, and she under- 
stood Lord Bantam was really expected to be a 
very distinguished statesman — a sly compliment 
which brought down the colour from his hair into 
his cheeks. 

When the gentlemen rejoined the ladies in the 
drawing-room. Bantam found himself insensibly 
attracted to the side of the vexatious charmer. 
She was placing a new photograph in her album. 
It was that of an exquisitely pensive face, with 
such finely moulded features, such ripe, sweet lips, 
. such a Grecian chin, and over what seemed to be 
magnificently lustrous eyes, such long bewitching 
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lashes. Ignorant as he was of the demi-monde^ 
he recognised it instantly as one, common enough 
in fast men's rooms at the university, of a woman 
whose name was notorious in every mouth ; and 
looking at it aghast, he rather hastily stayed the 
young lady's hand as she was slipping the card 
into the hook. 

" You are very rude," said she, half playfully 
and half in earnest. 

"I — I — I beg your pardon," said Lord Ban- 
tam in some confusion. " I was struck by the 
likeness ; and I thought — in fact, I know whose 
portrait this is, and I was sure you did not. 
Perhaps, if you knew, you might not like to have 
it among the faces of your friends." 

" Oh," replied Miss Wycherley, laughing, as 
she completed the setting, "you must not go 
about giving moral lectures in society. I know 
who it is perfectly well. I have seen her often 
enough in the Park, with Lord Guy. It is Nora 
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Day. He told me her story, and her face is very 
charming. I don't mind who the person is, so 
long as the face is pretty." 

He silently looked over the pages, and again 
and again detected faces and forms of dubious 
French aspect, alongside of Her Majesty, Her 
Majesty's daughters, the beautiful Princess of 
Wales, the Honourable Miss Wycherley's most 
cherished lady-friends, her dearest relations ; and 
conceitedly resolving in his own mind that his 
likeness should never be seen in that singular 
galaxy, rather abruptly took his leave. 

"Heigho!" cried Miss Wycherley to her 
mamma, "Lord Bantam is a philosophical fop, 
without manners, who at twenty-one (she was 
just nineteen) assumes to give the cue for morals 
to the rest of society. A has les despotes ! " 

" Emmeline," replied her ladyship, cautiously, 
" he will be the richest man in England." 

When virtue speaks with the lips of the richest 
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man in England, she is entitled to be despotic, 
and vanity may well hold her tongue. 

The Honourable Miss Wycherley's conversation, 
trivial as it seems, did not speedily pass ficom the 
young lord's . memory. He kept his promise to 
study the question of the subjection of women — a 
study for which already ample literature was 
provided. His facile mind soon seized upon the 
points, and he regarded them with favour. At 
the Eadical Club he met with an advanced 
philosopher of high literary standing, who set 
before him the correct theses of the new school 

So rapidly do convictions change and grow in 
this tropical era — especially amongst ambitious 
statesmen ! — it was not many months before' our 
young lord could have viewed with resignation 
almost any pretensions put forward by what he 
had hitherto regarded as the weaker sex. 
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II. — Developing the Mental and Moral Stamina of Woman. 

In the time of his newly budding en- 
thusiasm, Lord Bantam came into contact 
with the Society for Developing the Mental 
and Moral Stamina of Woman. His connec- 
tion with it exercised an important influence on 
his future life. The Countess of Ffowlsmere had 
been for a short time a patroness of this insti- 
tution and had attended its meetings. In the 
incipient stages it was a nuld form of blue- 
stocking fever. In fact it was a literary club, 
where what are termed strong-minded views were 
enteHained — ^that term I presume being relative, 
to the persons concerned. At the meetings every- 
thing was discussed that did not immediately 
and properly relate to woman and her duties 
in life — duties most of which are prescribed by 
nature with vexatious rigidity. One of the most 
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annoying facts the ladies had to meet was, 
that although a woman might refuse to take into 
her hands so paltry yet useful a thing as a needle, 
she coidd hardly avoid the obligation of nursing 
were she a mother. There are clearly matters 
in which woman's "sphere" is pecuUar. But 
the good ladies of this society ignored these 
impertinent facts, and confined themselves to nega- 
tiving masculine superiority — a field as safe as 
any polemical field could be. I ought to mention 
that the clique from its outset was of a democratic 
character. On the committee Peeresses and 
Honourable Mesdames and Misses sat side by 
side with authoresses and milliners and gover- 
nesses, and the meetings were of very composite 
material. 

For awhile the discussions and publications of 
this society were more dry than startling. The 
unexceptionable subjects of the right of females 
to vote, of protection to married women's pro- 

YOL. II. K 
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perty, of the higher education of women, were 
treated, if with no novelty, with great propriety. 
Grentlemen were occasionally admitted to learn 
wisdom from the new refonners. The Earl of 
Ffowlsmere had presided at one meeting; even 
Lord Evergood had taken the chair at another ; 
but, on the whole, the males distinguished by this 
privilege were philosophers, men of a meek spirit 
and selected for that qualification. They never 
lifted up their voices in any but the mildest ap- 
plause or deprecation. 

But, the society increasing, a new element 
began to develop itself. Several very vigorous 
ladies were introduced. Mrs. and the Misses 
Croquet, Lady Sophronia Enequil, the Hon. 
Flora Temperley, Miss Virginia Crabb who 
had adopted the Positivist philosophy, Mrs. Dart, 
writer of three-volume novels which just skim- 
med the edge of Lord CampbeU's Act, Miss 
Debrett, authoress of social articles in a sensa- 
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tional magazine, and other ladies whose ante- 
cedents were unknown, had no sooner joined the 
institute, than they began to give a boldness and 
liveliness to the discussions which disconcerted 
some of the elders. Many of the latter withdrew, 
among them Lady Ffowlsmere. The eflfect of 
this withdrawal was to give fresh notoriety to 
the association, and to increase its membership 
from that class of floating women of independent 
means, strong minds and no husbands, who occa- 
sionally emerge and distract society. The insti- 
tution now became largely leavened with a real 
masculine element. It was at this time that 
Lord Bantam was invited to take the chair at 
one of its meetings. He had expatiated on the 
" Sphere of Woman," in the Literary Coliseum, 
a review which had space for a hundred thousand 
opinionsL A letter, written in a masculine hand, 
from the Honorary Secretary Lady Sophronia 
Enequil, invited him to preside at a meeting 
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of the society, when she was to read a paper 
on "Comte's Estimate of the Feminine." His 
mother informed him that Lady Sophronia, 
daughter of the Earl of Chepstowe, was a young 
lady of brilliant talents and an original character. 

** I must warn you/' said the Countess, " that 
the association is now a very queer one — but 
then you like queer things. I understand they 
have grown quite shocking, and that the most 
absurd theories are advanced. The last I heard 
of was a motion that marriage ought to be made 
a matter of contract terminating from year to 
year ; a suggestion which, apart from its obvious 
inconveniences, is so atrociously immoral, that in 
my opinion its propagation should be suppressed 
by law. Sophronia is a lady with all her pecu- 
liarities, and very clever and engaging, so I would 
have you beware of her, if you must go and 
preside over such strange conclaves." 

Bantam accepted the honour with pleasure. 
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For a whole morning he dipped into the 
"PhUosophie Positive" to refresh his memory 
and glean some idea of the doctrines to be pro- 
pounded by the fair essayist In the evening he 
drove to the hall where the intellectual orgies ' 
of advanced femininity were held. Ladies were 
descending from cabs at the door. Others were 
coming alone and on foot. His Lordship began 
to think that he was going into a " queer " place. 
He was received by three ladies in bonnets, and 
two destitute of those accidents, who exhibited 
short-cut curly hair, and wore unusually limited 
skirts. The Committee.' A solitary gentleman 
grinned to him a welcome. This was a little 
man with an excessively small head, small eyes, 
nose slightly retrouss^Cy mouth large and full of 
teeth, which were always glistening. His tall 
thin neck stood up between huge shirt collars. 
He was dressed in rather seedy black — a profes- 
sional gentleman. Not a clergyman — perhaps a 
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surgeon. It turned out he was a school-teacher 
and a Unitarian minister. His name was Chat- 
ters. There often seems to be a special providence 
in the assignment of names. 

But the prominent person to Lord Bantam's 
eye was the honorary secretary, Lady Sophronia. 
She was not handsome, nor could it be said that 
she was the reverse. Her face was a face of 
thought, perhaps of power, certainly of determi- 
nation — with flashing uneasiness in the brown 
eyes. The feature of features was her nose. If 
it were not quite so formidable as the tower of 
Lebanon looking toward Damascus, it stood 
forth a prominent beacon to all beholders. Its 
proportions overawed the rest of her face. It 
discountenanced the most impertinent boldness 
in an observer. With that nose before him, the 
spectator found it impossible to be frivolous or to 
assume an air of patronage. On the contrary, it 
was so potential, you felt it must have its way. 
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You would have stepped into the gutter to avoid 
its onset Perhaps the full mouth and lips, and 
the fine teeth when they were shown, as they 
were when she was animated, did to some extent 
mitigate the tyrannical attitude of that nose, but 
it was only mitigation. When Lord Bantam 
came under the shadow of it he succumbed to its 
influence. Lady Sophronia took him in hand 
and did what she liked with him. She explained 
to him what line she intended to take, and what 
she wished him to say. He was not sure whether 
he agreed with it, whether it was rational or 
logical, but he was incapable of objection. It was 
a case of nasal duress. 

They entered the hall, which was pretty weU 
filled. It could be seen at a glance that a number 
of fashionables had been attracted by the pro- 
gramme, among whom were not a few young 
ladies of immature years. There also appeared 
to be numbers of male and female nondescripts. 
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The young Lord sat scratching his red hair 
in search of ideas. Lady Flora Temperley moved 
that he take the chair. He took it, and rose to 
speak amid treble cheers. The ladies affected 
parliamentary usages. He said : 

" Ladies and Grentlemen — or perhaps as a tes- 
timony to my acknowledgment of equality I 
ought to say — * my Mends/ irrespective of sex 
(cheers), I cannot easily express how flattered I 
am at the honour conferred upon me in asking 
me to preside at a meeting so important, so 
peculiar. Time was when such an assemblage for 
such a purpose 'was impossible. Anterior to 
creation (laughter) — do not misunderstand me — 
anterior, I say, to creation, if there ever was one, 
there must have existed in a creative naind the 
Idea of that human nature which has through 
rising ages developed into the two seemingly 
diverse if not antagonistic lines that we denomi- 
nate the sexes. Modern science, ranging the 
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universe in search of truth, and working with a 
diligence and accuracy previously unknown, has 
ascertained with certainty that that primordial 
Ideal was not double but duplex (cheers) — that it 
was in fact duality in unity — it was that which 
now we never see except in plants and some of the 
lower species of the animal kingdom — herma- 

a 

phroditical perfection (cheers). Nay, there is 
ground to beheve, that the original of us all, in 
the simious shape, was such a perfect dual unity : 
and although now undoubtedly in our human 
development, preponderance is given to one or 
other of its antecedent accidents, we know with 
precision that it is a matter of the merest chance, 
and I may add of the most indifferent moment, 
whether of these two possible accidents shall be 
in the ascendant. I say * accidents,' because science 
has now informed us, that the difference be- 
tween what are called the sexes is not matter of 
substance (cheers), it is purely matter of form. 
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How illogical then is it that mankind should for 
ages have drawn and observed distinctions neither 
justified nor intended in the primary Ideal ! Our 
great naturalist has by his researches in the phy- 
sical world proved this fact — and no doubt had 
the distinguished French philosopher whose ideas 
are destined to regenerate mankind and transform 
the aspects of society (cheers), only had the advan- 
tage of the more recent scientific discoveries, his 
views on the position of women would have been 
seriously modified. Surely the positivism of 
Comte must lead us to the same conclusion 
with the speculations of Darwin. Man is every- 
where man. In the eye of a divine philosophy, 
of a correct science, man and woman are un- 
known — all is man (cheers). This is the truth 
so important in its bearing upon social relations 
and social conditions that no doubt with con- 
vincing logic and brilliant rhetoric, the fair 
essayist (murmurs) — I beg pardon, the learned 
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secretary (cheers) — will develope for ns this 
evening from her study of Comte. I beg to 
call on Lady Sophronia Enequil to read her 
paper." 

With this masterly speech I must pray the 
reader to be satisfied. I should much prefer not 
reporting all that the hoiiorary secretary said, for 
she pursued the lines she had indicated to the 
Chairman with a frankness as embarrassing to 
report as it was startling to hear. The great 
Comte would himself, though a Frenchman, 
have gone mad on the spot had he listened to 
half the extraordinary things said upon his test. 

When the applause that succeeded to the 
reading of the essay had subsided, Mrs. 
Fullalove a lady with a far from unpleasing 
tendency to manliness both in her frame 
and mode of thought, made a clever speech. 
She pointed out how unjustly woman was 
treated under the existing *' masculine regime." 
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She declared that the selfishness and jealousy 
of mankind shut out her sex from fields 
of occupation in which they would shine with 
surpassing splendour. She declared that defi- 
ciencies of education alone prevented woman 
from taJdng her stand side by side with her 
"male correlative'' in science, in philosophy, in 
politics and medicine. She instanced the term 
"Husband" or ^^ House-hondy" as indicative of 
the fact that in an earlier and more natural age 
— of course she rejected the foolish and fabulous 
history called Scripture — the family father was 
not looked upon as the dictator, but as the " nexus 
of the coequal elements of the family." *' Now," 
she added, " to modem wives, this tie ought to be 
designated house-bondage — the nexus has become 
a knout, etc." Mrs. Fullalove always deserves 
to be commended for the moderation of her 
remarks. 

Mr. Chatters, in his anxiety to unsex himself. 
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went much further. He declared the anomalies 
of sexual relations to be due to the unnatural 
superstitions that obtained in society on the sub- 
ject of marriage. He asserted that large families 
tended to the degradation of woman, since they 
involved on her part the sacrifice of freedom and ' 
placed her in a position of which men could take 
advantage to keep her in subjection. He said 
that the French had, with the quick apprehension 
and philosophic acumen peculiar to that nation, 

ft 

detected this circumstance, and had been gra- 
dually, by their admirable system, reducing 
marriage to its proper status. He said other 
things, at which not a few ladies concealed their 
faces. 

Would you believe it? No sooner had the 
delicate subject last alluded to been thus broached 
by this brazen and shallow prattler, than a 
number of females seized upon it with avidity. 
Even the noble Chairman began to find it uncom- 
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fortable, and he occasionally called the most 
refractory to order, but quite enough escaped to 
testify that the institute had become a very 
advanced school indeed. When a woman once 
oversteps the bounds of prudery, unless, aa is 
' sonietimes the case, she is an Angel with a 
special mission from heaven, there is no tell- 
ing what range she will take, and society may 
be forgiven if it looks with concern upon a move- 
ment which seems to incur even a chance that 
such assemblies or such ideas should become 
familiar to the wives and daughters of England. 



III.— The Eclectic Religion. 

" Mamma,'' said Lord Bantam, not many morn- 
ings after the incident related in the previous 
chapter, "I was very much interested in Lady 
Sophronia the other evening. She is somewhat 
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transcendental for a Positivist, but her mind is 
powerful and her eloquence somewhat remark- 
able/' 

" Very," said the wary Countess, feeling her 
way ; " but did you not notice a strange want of 
feeling — of delicacy — or rather, I should say, of 
sensibility ? " 

"On the contrary," replied Bantam, shghtly 
colouring ; " I gathered, of course only from a 
very slight notice, that her strength of intellect is 
very much invigorated by passion. You could 
see she is quite an enthusiast — but she tempers it 
admirably." 

" I hope," said the Countess, in some alarm, 
" she has touched no chord in you but that of 
admiration. She strikes me as the reverse of 
temperate ; and her enthusiasm, as you term it, 
seems to me to be extravagance. She is not 
fitted for society — she openly disavows it. I 
never saw her at a ball in my life. Besides, com- 
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pared with your own, her position is a very in- 
different one." 

" Oh ! '^ said the provoking young man, " my 
dear mamma, a woman is always expecting a love 
affair. I should be afraid to give my affections to 
this young lady — ^she is infinitely above them. 
She should marry a philosopher." 

'* I sincerely hope she may," rejoined her Lady- 
ship. "She is certainly unfit for any ordinary 
being." 

*' Nevertheless I should think her society is 
worth cultivating. I suppose,'' said he in an 
insinuating tone, " she would come to a dinner 
party would she not ? " 

The Countess with bad grace admitted that 
Sophronia did patronize dinner parties, and poli- 
tically promised to invite her to her next literary 
symposium. 

Among the guests invited at the same time 
were the Bishop of Dunshire, Lady Singleton 
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and Miss Wycherley, and Mr. Kelso, now rising 
into position as a historical writer of remarkable 
originality and power. Kelso had been watching 
his pupil's course with some anxiety, the more 
that the latter had not of late honoured him with 
his confidence. The tutor somewhat reproached 
himself with having too frankly expressed to the 
young man the results of his extensive acquisi- 
tions and careful thought before a sufficient 
groundwork of knowledge had been laid to sus- 
tain the weight. Nothing could have been 
farther from his intentions than to create an in- 
credulous Positivist Chartist Socialist Atheist out 
of his young charge. He saw too late that all 
this came of one single error. In defiance of 
the Pauline maxim strong meat had been given, 
to a babe. 

The young Lord had the pleasure of sitting 
between the Hon. Miss Wycherley, whom 
he escorted to dinner, and Lady Sophronia. 

VOL. II. L 



134 LORD BANTAM. 

The young ladies though so strangely unlike 
each other were very friendly. Miss Wycherley 
bantered her '^ learned friend " for deserting the 
"awfully jolly parties " that were going on, and 
asked her the title of her last article in the 
Coliseun>. 

She replied that she was then engaged on 
one upon the " Eclectic Keligion." 

The answer caused the Bishop to prick up his 
ears, and the Earl intervened. 

" So, Lady Sophronia, you are going to discuss 
the new heresy ? It is a tremendously wide one 
— seeing that it stretches over so many centuries 
ages and varieties of thought." 

" The latest folly," said the Bishop, " alleged to 
be based on scientific certainties, and yet its ele- 
mentary generalisations are incorrect. A religion 
which ignores faith as^ an element of religion is 
a patent confutation of itself." 

" That," said Lady Sophronia, " is an awkward 
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way of putting it, no doubt ; but what is reli^on 
and what is faitb ? Is not the latter mere sen- 
timent unworthy of scientific observation — and is 
not religion a practical recognition of scientific 
facts in their relation to the Diviae ? " 

The Bishop and Kelso both contended that 
this definition was vague and unsatisfactory. 

"But," inquired Lord Bantam, to whom this 
subject was a fresh one, " may I ask, what is 
the Eclectic Keligion ? " 

*^The Eclectic Eeligion," replied the Bishop, 
" is the negativing of every fact aad principle, on 
which faith in God and Christ and the Church 
rests. It is the ignoring of the Divine." 

" The Eclectic religion," said Lady Sophronia, 
"is the sum and substance of the true in all 
reUgiorib. It is the new Hght breaking in upon 
old night. It is the destruction of idols — of 
' superstitions — of bigots. It is formulating human 
experience into a divine theory. It is the grand 

L 2 
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truth that man and man only, from age to age 
expanding in wisdom and power is the true 
divinity/' 

Bantam was enchanted. The Countess was 
horrified. 

*^ The Eclectic Eeligion," interposed Kelso 
gravely, "is an attempt to organise human 
ignorance into a system.'' 

Lady Sophronia looked at the speaker, but 
changed the conversation. 

When the company had gone the Earl said 
maliciously to his son, who was retiring to his 
lodgings : 

" I wish to give you a piece of advice. Never 
marry a woman with a long nose. Possibly she 
may love you, but as you are a man, she will rule 
you, or you will have cause to rue her." ' 



When the young Lord returned to his rooms, 
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he somewhat abstractedly permitted his valet to 
perform his usual offices, and having been 
wrapped in his dressing-gown, dismissed him. 

He felt himself to be under an influence equally 
novel and provoking. His fiery hair seemed in 
flames. His ears still tingled with his father s 
words. For some reason they had pained him. 
He asked himself Why ? The answer came before 
him in a vision of Lady Sophronia's face with its 
majesty, its intellectual power, its flashing liveli- 
ness-and its dominating nose. Through his mind 
passed and repassed the words " Never marry a 
woman with a long nose. She will rule you, or 
you will have cause to rue her" 

He said, " I couldn't think of marrjring such a 
woman. My father s caution is a very wise 
one. The Duke of Wellington was a tyrant. 
Moreover long noses are deformities. And 
they descend in families. Lady Sophronia's 
nose is not so very long though. This Eclectic 
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Eeligion is a very interesting subject. I was 
struck by her comprehensive grasp of it. I 
should like to call upon her to-morrow and 
talk about it. I must really get Ae Earl to 
define the length of nose at which danger begins 
and to construct a diagram of degrees — ^^ 

re 4fr * * * * 

The youthful legislator retired to bed, but not 
to sleep. The still voices of the night seemed to 
whisper the name Sophronia. Ends, peaks, pro- 
montories, curves of noses, projected from cor- 
nices, beyond posts and through curtains. When 
at length he fell into a troubled doze, the Earl 
appeared before him, holding in one hand a 
Sheffield razor, and in the other — oh, horror! 
whereat he awoke — between thumb and finger 
the Lady Sophronia's nose. 



* ^ 
* 
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IV. — Eclecticism in Raptures. 

The ardent hair and temperament of our hero ' 
strangely affected his action at this critical period. 
A day and a night of inflammatory thought sue- ' 
ceeded the evening of his first social introduction 
to Lady Sophronia. He was no adept at gal- 
lantry, and he instinctively shrank from con- 
fessing to the Countess a liking which to her 
would seem so absurd — or to the Earl a passion 
involving such a contempt of his nasal theory. The 
singularly retired habits of the young lord put it 
out of the question that he should have a friend 
capable for such an emergency. The heir of a 
regal estate was thrown back upon himself. 

It will have been gathered that our hero was 
peculiarly matter-of-fact. No sooner had he 
ascertained by a correct analysis of his feelings 
that he was a subject of that emotion termed 
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love, than he resolved that true philosophy dic- 
tated the conveyance of the information to the 
object of it in the shortest possible time and by 
the directest method. He determined to visit the 
Lady Sophronia at her father's house in South 
Dawdley Street, and arrived upon the doorstep 
at the unseasonable hour of ten in the 
morning. 

The young lady's peculiarities were fostered or 
at least endured by her parents. She was accord- 
ingly allowed privileges not usually afforded to 
unmarried virgins in society. The numerous 
" movements " in which she was interested re- 
quired that she should be approachable by a 
curious variety of people, so a butler's room at 
the side of the hall, about eight feet square was 
withdrawn from menial occupation and dedicated 
to her morning receptions and social labours. 
Here, with a few books, many papers, a Daven- 
port, an easy-chair, a stool, and a small ottoman, 
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she might be found from ten to one every morn- 
ing, habited in a short velveteen petticoat, a cloth 
jacket, apparently cut on the plan of a gentle- 
man's dress-coat, and very plain collar and 
cuffs. 

When the footman at South Dawdley Street 
first opened the door to our hero on the steps, 
with his red hair and indifferent stature, he 
clearly mistook him ; for 4ie said ; 

"If you were come to cut her ladyship's 
corns, she will see you in her boodwoir, if you 
please." 

The youth's philosophy was extremely tested by 
this seeming reference to the fallibility of Sophro- 
nia's earthly footing, but he had his revenge on 
the flunky. That person's confusion was com- 
plete when he received the card of the heir to the 
wealthiest of British earldoms, and " umbly beg- 
ging his lordship's pardon," and explaining that 
a " chir-roppody gentleman" was every moment 
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expected to wait upon his young mistress, he led 
the way to the morning drawing-room. 

*' I beg pardon, my lord ; was it the Countess 
or my young lady, my lord ? " • 

"Oh! Lady Sophronia, if she is at home and 
disengaged. 

The lacquey delivered the card to the 
young lady suggestively informing her that 
Lord Bantam was in the drawing-room. She 
coloured faintly, and after a moment's hesitation 
ordered the footman to show the visitor into her 
room — an order that for the three-hundredth time 
confirmed that astounded individual of her mad- 
ness. The struggle in her mind had been between 
her early education and her new principles. The 
former would have dictated mamma and the 
drawing-room; the latter prompted her inde- 
pendent self and her boudoir. 

With her heightened colour, when he found 
himself sitting within the narrow walls of her 
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sanctum, Lord Bantam thought Sophronia abso- 
lutely handsome ; and so she was. She said — 

" I have been so amused this morning in 
recalling the conrversation of last night. I think 
Mr. Kelso's definition of the Eclectic Religion 
was so clever and yet so imjust." 

"I have come," said Bantam, passing his 
hands through his tawny locks, "to sit as a 
disciple at the feet of so fair a prophetess." 

" No compliments, I pray you, Lord Bantam : I 
detest them." 

"I sincerely ask your forgiveness. I very 
much want to hear more of this new religion, 
and to hear of it from yoUy^ said our hero, get- 
ting up, leaning his elbow on the high window- 
sill and looking Sophronia straight in the face. 
He was distant from her about two feet, and 
glanced down upon her — the light falling over 
her brown hair, shining into her clear eyes, and 
glorifying her majestic nose. 
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" How shall I begin ?" she said quite unaffec- 
tedly ; " for I am unaware how much you know, 
and what foundation you may have in the prin- 
ciples on which Eclecticism rests. Have you 
any acquaintance with the maxims of Con- 
fucius ; or the Veda of the Rig ; or the Tri- 
pitaka of the Buddha; or the Zendavesta of 
Zoroaster, or Emerson's Essays? I know you 
are intimate with the philosophy of Comte. In 
these we find the propositions on which have 
been raised the superstructure of Eclectic truth/' 

" No,*' said Bantam ; " I have seen but two of 
these. I wish I could study them under your 
guidance." 

He looked at her again, very hard. 

" Oh ! " cried she, laughing, " I am but a poor 

scholar — I should make a worse teacher. But I 

can tell you the substance of the views which 

Eclectics hold. We begin by eliminating from 
our apprehensions the idea of the Divine. This 
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as an objective and distinct reality we nega- 
tive. We insist that as it must have originated 
with ourselves, it is in ourselves; and that to 
seek for the extravagant conceptions of the 
personate Divine entertained by religious and 
Bible enthusiasts is to seek for the theoretic 
eidolon of perverted fancy." 

" There is no difficulty/' sighed the infatuated 
Bantam, "in accepting the doctrine that the 
divine is in you. But I fear that that divinity is 
Hkely to be to many enthusiasts a real eidolon — 
an object of worship.*' 

The young lady arose. She did not seem 
angry, but moved. She looked anxiously at the 
face now on a level with her own and so close to 
it. Her cheek was glowing; her lips, slightly 
apart, showed the fine pearls within ; and her 
bosom heaved with singular and unphilosophic 
emotion. Lord Bantam was equally enfevered. 
He said : — 
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*' Sophronia — ^philosophy knows no titles and is 
fettered by no ceremonies, — I love you. You are- 
my divinity. I accept your new gospel : I 
beseech you, be my teacher ^' 

Sophronia hastily put her haad on Ms lips ; it 
was glowing with heat. 

" Eclecticism,'' she said, " is modest and claims 
no preeminence. If, Albert, you are sincere in 
desiring me to tread with you the crystalline 
ladder to the highest wisdom, my soul is yours 
and yours is mine." . 

Lord Bantam in a moment clasped with his 
arm the waist of his enthusiastic compamon and 
in embracing Sophronia embraced the Eclectic 
religion. 
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v.— By CiyU Contract. 

The infamous chiropodist interrupted the 
raptures of the young philosophers and restored 
them once more to common life and common 
sense. With such rapidity had they passed 
from sentiment to avowal that they awoke 
somewhat awkwardly to what was before them. 
They parted with a promise to meet on the 
morrow. 

The next morning at ten Lord Bantam again 
stood on the door-step in South Dawdley Slieet. 
Lord and Lady Chepstowe were happily late, risers, 
and two clear hours were before the lovers. The 
lacquey this time ushered his lordship directly 
into the literary closet of his young mistress, 
who received her disciple -lover with joyous 
fervour. 
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Their conference resulted in a determination to 
acquaint their parents at once with what had. 
happened. 

" We must/' feaid Sophronia, " however unwill- 
ingly pay some regard to the prejudices of the 
world. To us this tie needs no further confirma- 
tion either legal or parental. True souls are 
interwoven by transcendental bonds." 

" Yes, my Sophronia/' rejoined Bantam, rather 
passionately for a novice in amours, " the divine 
exolution of divine souls intertwining, surely 
this is of itself the bond, the aesthetic cohesion, 
the real and glorious marriage of a divine philo- 
sophy/' 

Thereupon they kissed each other very 
warmly for those who would seem to be 
content with divine exolution and an aesthetic 
cohesion. 

Sophronia however raised a difficulty. 

**My Albert," said the languishing sophist. 
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"we must needs marry as becomes disciples of 
the Eclectic religion. By that ceremonies c are 
regarded as superstitions — mairiage is but an 
aecident of sense — therefore we- cannot con&ent 
to be united by those degrading and sensual 
rites which the Fehtishist religions af- 
fect" 

" No/' said her lover, " we must not bend, our 
necks to the yoke of forms. Marriage is with us a 
pure spiritual bond — yet if is desirable for social 
purposes to embody it in a contract. Let us be 
married by the registrar.'' 

"We will," she replied, ** without pomp or 
ceremony. Let it be at once. Let us delay no 
longer." ' 

Lord . Bantam luckily bethought him that, 
though it was only eleven o'clock, instantaneous 
marriages were by the law of England imprac- 
ticable, and they curbed their impatience. He 
departed to the difficult task of apprising his 

VOL. II. H 
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parents of the event Lady Sophronia's part 
was easy. Her communication was naturally 
received with the greatest satisfaction. She 
had out of season made the happiest hit of the 
season. 

The young lord first disclosed his position to 
the Earl, who received the announcement with 
cold disdain. 

• "So you, with the finest prospects in England, 
have selected for yoUr wife a blue-stocking, a 
visionary, aiL atheist I wish you joy, sir. I 
•cannot afiect your fortune," added the old peer in 
^ tone that denoted what he might have done 
had he been able ; ^ but I shall not in the least 
be smprised if after all this step should cure you 
of your absurd and impulsive extremism, and ul- 
timately convert you into a rank Fogy. As you 
have made your choice and are self-willed enough 
to insist upon it, your mother and I will keep 
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our opinion to ourselves. We must behave to 
Lord and Lady Chepstowe and the young lady 
with the cordiality proper to their position and 
ours. We shall tre^t the affair as if it were the 
most acceptable match in the world." 

This high-bred resolution considerably affected 
Lord Bantam. But he had something still more 
unpalatable to communicate. 

" My dear father/' he said with tears in his 
eyes, ** I am overcome by your goodness. I can- 
not express my gratitude. The affair, as you 
term it, need create no unpleasantness. It will 
be very private. I have adopted with Sophronia 
the Eclectic religion. It is of course incon- 
sistent with the pure spiritual principles of that 
philosophy to submit to any religious or quasi- 
religious ceremony. But we must enter into a 
legal contract — '■ — " 

" Oh ! you. yield as much as that ? " said the 

u 2 
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Earl with a malicious smile. ** I wonder your 
'philosophy' would admit of anything so com- 
mon-place. Then you wish to be married before 
the registrar ? '' 

" We do/' 

" Then you had better be off and get it done 
when you like, without further preliminary. 
Neither your mother nor myself can be consenting 
parties to such a godless business. We shall 
prefer to know nothing about it. Here is a cheque 
for a thousand pounds ; and if there is to be any 
settlement — perhaps you will do without that, 
eh ? — go to Messrs. .Hawke and Peckham. Pray 
do us the favour to acquaint us of your marriage 
when it is consummated." 

The Countess received the announcement less 
calmly than the Earl but her resentment was not 
so deep. She fell in with her husband's policy and 
even went beyond it. Lord and Lady Chepstowe 
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had no reason to think that the union was other 
than welcome to the noble pair. 

The wedding was never believed in by the 
servants of either family. Lord Bantam drove 
up to the bride's house in a single brougham. 
The bride, arrayed in a travelUng costume, bade 
her parents an affectionate adieu and entered 
the carriage. They did not reappear in London 
for several months. The only evidence the 
world had of their marriage was the announce- 
ment in the newspapers. As for the gossip — 

imagine it 1 

* 



YI. — An Eclectic Sympofiiam. 

On their return to the metropolis after an 
extended Continental tour. Lord and Ladj 
Bantam took a house in Belgravia, where they 
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devojted themselves, to politics, literature, social 
science and the Eclectic religion. We may 
hereafter have occasion to review some 
incidents of the young, lord's political life ; 
meanwhile I propose to follow him to other 
arenas. Lady Bantam developed into a noto* 
rious agitator. She spoke in various parts of the 
country against the bill for suppressing out- 
rageous distempers by police outrages. She 
affected the philosophico-radical rabies against 
Ihe large families of the Ginxes of society, 
and emphatically supported the French system. 
She lectured on the *V prerogatives " of women, 
whom she affirmed to have lived under an 
injustice of so lengthy a period as six thou- 
sand years. In fact the newspapers had enough 
to do to chronicle and write articles upon Lady 
Bantam's versatile activities. 
. . The. Eclectic religion had lately begun to look 
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up in the world. OriginiUy confined to a select 
and self-elected committee for the universe on 
behalf of truth, it had begun to extend its propa- 
gandism. Several phHosophers. a number of men 
of science and letters, some deposed clergymen, 
and a few hard-headed persons of no particular 
employment had formed an association of Eclectic 
evangelists. They held meetings in various parts 
of the metropolis. These were called ecchsitB. 
It was said the worship was positive ; but it 
would have been more correct to call it negative, 
since all the elements of worship were wanting. 
One cannot more graphically illustrate the char 
racter of these synagogues than by describing the 
great annual meeting of the sect at its c^itral 
station, the Aryan Hall, where its Sunday wor- 
ship was wont to be held. The meeting was 
declared by its promoters to be of a religioiis 
character. 
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No expense was spared to give 6clat to this act 
of worship. The large hall had been cleared of 
its seats. In its proper balcony was stationed a 
fine brass band. At one endj of the room va- 
rious scientific curiosities were exhibited ; above 
them a statue of Pallas. At the other a 
collection of ancient manuscripts and some 
specimens of the Sutras attracted the atten- 
tion of the curious. Over these was a bust of 
Liberty. Eound the walls were hung pictures of 
the "great of all ages." Among these were 
Socrates, Plato, Homer, Caesar, Virgil, Lu- 
cretius, Dante, Comte, Voltaire, Mahomet, 
Darwin, and Dixon. Kings of immortelles 
hung below the fi-ames, and white cloth amply 
festooned around the room gave it the aspect 
of a hearse for a Brobdingnagian infant's funeral. 
Each guest was presented at the door with a 
laurel-wreath — emblem of his immortal huma- 
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nity, When the rooms began to fill up, the 
effect of this distribution " of green crowns was 
peculiar. Lady Sophronia had dressed herself in 
the character of Sibyl, that is to say she had 
framed a modern costume suggestive of that 
mythic and natural person. Others appeared in 
various philosophic costumes. The Eclectics, 
however, carried out their principles in their dress : 
it varied with the tastes of the wearers. 

The "Grand Eclectic Symposium" was in- 
tended to be the latest and most perfect manifes- 
tation of enlightened humanity. It was, in the 
language of the school, " to be the highest evolu- 
tion of the spiritual element, the physical basis, 
positive science, aesthetic art, the literary sub- 
lime ; and finally the utmost refinement of 
amusement to the purposes of reUgion/' The 
Programme was unique, and deserves to be re- 
produced in fac-simile. 
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GRAND ECLECTIC SYMPOSIUM AND AESTHETIC < 

SOIREE. 



PROGRAMME. 

The Universal Prayer • Pope • Music by an Amatenr. 

flUHrcis i^ t(e f^^Ai the ^Prtsdicnt. 
On the Invalidity of the Arguments in &vour of Objective Divinity. 

®ua)inUe. 
Orph^auxenfers • « . Arranged by Mr. Belshazzas. 

Eecturt. 

'* Foot it featly here and there " . .By Mrs. Ds Tebmikt. 

False- 

Mephistophilienne • • Faiut, 

^Hress. 

The Idolism of Tradition, or the Irrational ) By Prof. Macmaxus, 
in Sexual Probabilities . . • .( F.R.S., F.G.S.,F.L.S. 

iPoIita. 
Der Freyschatz • • * • Arranged by Y. Notsllo. 

JKUCfilJUUIlU 

Menu. 



Fllats des e&f tins humahiB, Choiais an 

naturel par If. le Frof^ DABvmr. 
BoflUf protoplaatiqae. 



Olgnona 



fclectiques. 



Compotes de Ckninthe.^ 
Souffle id6i]o^quea. 



HuitxM & Voltaire. 

Bamnon It Tartare. 

Fetitea Aawiaaea renven^ea. 

Ftf tea Pythafforiexmea. 

Chotut poaitiia. 

Dindon fonfiutnm^. 

FouleUfroidsikrdooledeaphiloaophea. t Ffttte de/»i graaT 

^^e'^!r'\'''*^'^!''^?^ *f ^^^j By Lady BANTAM. 

GaIo|r. 
John Brown's soul marching on . • • By A. Shakes. 

fLttcntian tf^flssite. • 
God and Gammon • « By the Rev. Ikfelix Noisr, B. A. 

Jtnale. 

Benedictus Sonnet • • . By a Distinguished American. 
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. The sonnet contained the following lines : — 

^' Not seen, nnfelt, and yet how felt and seen ! 
thoa unpractical, impenetrably What ! 
We cast with lightened hearts our dubious lot 

In the dread nm— the elemental bean ! 

" Oreat All, great Every, highest of Sublime ; 
Inyerted, introTcrted, controverted Qete, 
Nature's panergon, hyper-static Sun ! 

All hail in this our Syncretistic rhyme I" 

As Lord and Lady Bantam were aflfably; circu- 
lating amongst the mized crow;d after one, of the 
dances, they encountered three gentlemen, t^o 
of whom he immediately recognised. They w:ere 
Kelso and Dr. Dulcis the preacher of Woodbury. 
The tihird, a grizzly man of enormous head, was 
presented by Kelso, and turned put to be the 
prophet of the times— -as English Jeremiah. 
Bantam received Dr. Dulcis with great cordiality, 
and learned for the first time that he had 
come to reside in the metropolis. The en- 
gaging divine won Sophronia's goodwill at once. 
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In a few minutes she was walking about the 
room leaning on his arm. 

" I have heard of you Dr. Dulcis/' she said, 
" as one of the most liberal of sectarians. I how- 
ever hardly venture <o hope that you are here 
to-night as a witness of your adhesion to our 
faith?" 

"Scarcely/' said the other, smiling. "I am 
here to observe what the worship of this new 
religion is. I think no phase of human thought 
or devotion unworthy of study in the calmest 
and most liberal spirit." 

" There is a touch of Eclecticism in that senti- 
ment," said Sophronia. " May I ask what you 
have gathered this evening ? " 

*• I should scarcely like upon so brief an ex- 
amination," said the polished doctor, " to venture 
an opinion, I cannot judge how many of these 
people about us are in earnest. I cannot ascer-» 
tain as yet what, if so, they are in earnest about. 
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It k perhaps the narrowness of my education — 
but I find it impossible to- conceive of worship 
without a Deity." 

" Ah ! " cried Sophronia, " my dear doctor^ 
that is one of the fatal fallacies of all human su- 
perstition." 

It will be admitted that the Christian Doctor 
was more courteous than the Eclectic lady. 
However, they did not fall out. 

Meanwhile Lord Bantam, Kelso and the Pro- 
phet had been comparing notes. From the latter 
his lordship received scant courtesy. He had 
rather flippantly asked the old Philosopher, 
'' What he thought of this ? " 

** That's nothing,'* said the Prophet; "the 
question is, What must the Great Almighty God 
of Israel think of this ? This to be the Religion 
of the Future ! 1 A Religion of Science ? Idols of 
fancy hewn out of the history of the great living 
rocks and stones which He hath made and scattered 
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over the wide Earth to show His Power ! A * new 
religion/ quotha I ^Eclectic Church? • Some- 
thing better than Abraham's God — Israel's hope 
dnd helpfer -^ David 's strength — Isaiah's An- 
ointed One ! Yea, Christ Himself left in the 
background of the Ages by a boy lord, half 
a dozen tradesmen, three or four clever pro- 
fe88ors,a..d some dozens of women of ma«.uline 
pretensions — God save us ! How He must 
laugh! He that sitteth in the Heavens; how 
his sad, terrific cacchination must ring and re- 
echo through the Eternal welkin as he watches 
the Punchinello fantastics of his little creatures 
here below ! " 



« « 



PART VII. 

Job ^e (oqntittl^ fott^ tip ^roltianat* 



I. — Practical Antidotes of Philosophic Theories. 

We are here compelled in four or five seconds 
to pass over a period of as many years in the 
history of our hero and his Eclectic spouse. The 
young Lord during that time had, under circum- 
stances to be presently explained, continued to 
represent Ffowlsmere. Sophronia on her part 
recorded several instances of apostasy from her 
faith in the French system* Indeed both the 
young people had somewhat changed during these 
critical years. 

As Sophronia began to be surrounded with 
little Bantams — ^when she had to face the realities 
of nature, and her true woman's heart came to 
find healthy play and outlet in the noblest 
affections — ^when she had first a son and heir — 
then a daughter — ^then another son — then tmns. 
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she began to suspect that humanity could not be 

wholly regulated by utilitarian philosophy and 

the Eclectic Religion. These little ones called for 

some more definite, practical, human, ay ! and 

divine ethics than those of her academy. Every 

one will say that family cares had weakened her 

understanding — but no one could have denied 

that they had softened her heart We cannot 

trace the progress of this change. It may pai-tly 

have contributed to it that, so strongly had the 

charm of Dr. Dulcis attracted her to him, she had 

taken pains to cultivate his acquaintance. This 

brought her into association with Mrs. Dulcis, a 

woman of rare refinement, of a gentle nature 

which had been inspired and spiritualised by 

the daily influence of her husband. The friend- 

ship springing from this acquaintance was deep 

and lasting. Scarcely a week passed without 

some intercourse between the minister's house at 

Bellowsbury Square and the aristocratic home in 
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Belgravia. Sophronia often of a Sunday drove 
to the chapel of the dissenting preacher. In fact 
she deserted the philosophers in the basest 
manner, and abjured the French system as a 
practical absurdity. Exuberant maternity had 
antidoted theoretic philosophy. Lord Bantam 
being a man was less affected by the changes and 
friendships of life ; but he entertained for Dr. 
Dulcis a sincere regard, and viewed his wife's 
declination with exemplary resignation. 

« « 



II.— The Creed of Party. 

The defeat of the Polkinghome Government 

which had taken place a few weeks after our 

hero's election, led to a dissolution, followed by 

the formation of a Fogy Ministry. During the 

intervening month the outbreak of a rebellion 

in the only rebellious part of the Sovereign's 

K 2 
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dominions^ demanding great and immediate 
eflFort and threatening incidentally to involve the 
country in a war with one of the most powerful 
of friendly states, had withdrawn the attention of 
the people from political questions; so that Eedis- 
tribution was suffered to remain an unsolved 
problem. Social questions had again come to 
the front ; the more that the pressure of the 
heavy taxation required for the expenses of 
miHtaiy argument with the islanders had roused 
everyone to an appreciation of the value of 
economy and the necessity of a better organisa- 
tion of Government local and Imperial. Some 
of the dominions appended to the Empire were 
exhibiting symptoms of dissatisfaction with the 
nature of their relations — ^relations undefined, 
casual, variable and dependent on the incongruous 
poUcy of the Ministers who chanced from time to 
time to be appointed to the supervision of their 
affairs. Still the Fogy Cabinet held on its way 
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under the experienced navigation of Mr. Sar- 
donius. It was generally admitted that Mr. 
PoUdnghome could never form anotlier Ministry, 
and the leadership of the Popular party was 
assumed, in virtue of his splendid abilities, by 
Sir Dudley Wrightman. I need not say that he 
and the party felt peculiarly and honestly irri- 
tated at their prolonged absence from office. 

The Session of 1 8 — was opened by a speech 
from the Throne, It adverted to the happy ter- 
mination of hostilities in the adjacent islan^ : It 
spoke of the aspirations of the people for various 
reforms in Government organisation: It set forth 
a programme of useful measures; e.g.^ for the rigid 
inspection of various places where dangerous 
works were carried on : for securing health and 
cleanliness in great cities : for improving the con- 
dition of the agricultural labourer : and for a 
complete reorganisation of the navy. Mr. Sar- 
donius was a minister whose genius was admitted 



1 
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without dissent. Amongst his colleagues, though 
there were no other geniuses, there were several 
admirable men of business; and with the generous 
assistance of his rival, there was no shadow of 
question that he might during a peaceful Session. 
have passed several measures of immediate and 
lasting utility. 

But the Populars being out of office, like Fogies 
in the same predicament, a^ if they were the 
high^priests of poUtics, professed to believe that 
no other Legislation could be beneficent than that 
sanctified by passage through their hands. They 
loudly exclaimed that the country could not 
safely entrust to the Fogies the conduct of such 
important measures ; yet they could hardly with- 
out stiiltifying themselves challenge their oppon^ 
ents upon them, since they acknowledged them 
to be good ones. 

Sir Dudley Wrightanan and his friends were at 
their wits' end. He watched the movement of 
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his subtle rival with cat-like vigilanse. For 
many sleepless nights he sat, hat over brow, 
wearily listening to debates, every now and 
then rising and launching a Philippic at his 
smiling antagonist. He challenged him to a 
division on his foreign policy, but as the foreign 
minister had done nothing, was beaten. He 
pursued all the courses habitual to vindictive 
party jealousy on whatever side of the Housd. 
But it was clear that public enthusiasm had not 
yet been evoked, and the skill of the leader of the 
Opposition backed by all his sateUites had failed 
to discover any point on which that enthusiasm 
could be galvanised into action. 

Lord Bantam, being in Opposition, worked 
with his party. He had on several occasions 
rendered distinguished service by his shrewd, 
direct, hard-hitting eloquence. On one occasion 
he brought forward a motion which received 
some support from the other side, in favour of 
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as si stance to British emigrants; and so great wa& 
the temptation to the Popular leaders to take 
advantage of the conjunction, they were nearly 
committing themselves to a policy that was abhor- 
rent to them. The main constituents of the 
Popular party were Prig landholders and em- 
ployers of labour, to whom State aid in any form 
was the crudest of absurdities and the direst of 
chimeras. Yet I expect they would have objected 
to the resolution of society into its original 
atoms. 

It was at this time that Lord Bantam became 
acquainted with a gentleman who was a member 
for a Scotch borough. His name was Peregrine. 
With a very indifferent position in the House he 
was nevertheless an inveterate busy-body. He 
had the usual Scotch confidence in himself. It 
was his conviction that he had repeatedly saved 
his party aad he earnestly impressed upon ita 
members the virtue of political gratitude. If a 
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vacancy happened in any office when a Popular 
government was in power, Mr. Peregrine began 
to frequent the Eadical Club, and to show him- 
self in conversation with lounging leaders or 
Ministers. His invariable disappointment never 
aflfected his spirits. He had a faith superior to 
movins: mountains — it was a faith that did not 
believe in their existence. Taking it into his 
head that Bantam was making a position in the 
party, he took an opportunity to accost him in 
the lobby. 

"Lord Bantam," said he, "this seems very 
hopeless work for us." 

"I beg your pardon," said Bantam; "what 
doesV' 

" The way the party is going on ; no question 
on which we can challenge Sardonius, and not 
a ghost of a cry to raise the people." 

" Well," said Bantam, " we cannot help that. 
I am rather inclined to think we ought to rest 
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on our oars awhile. Why should we want to 
get in ? Radicals have nothing to gain by 
change. The Prigs would like to use our 
shoulders to stand on until they have won a foot- 
ing higher up; but it is impossible to construct 
a pure Radical ministry ; and as the Government 
are passing some harmless and useful measures, 
why should we interfere with them ? " 

" Oh !" replied the other, " you must not look 
at it in that way. What's to become of the 
party ? " 

" The party may go to the devil, if it pleases," 
answered the disloyal yoimg gentleman; "that 
is of little consequence. Why need we care, 
if good is being done, and Popular principles 
are meantime making way? I have no faith 
in party except as the representative of priu- 
ciple." 

Mr.; Peregrine stuck his eyeglass into his eye, 
and examined a new fresco over the arch in the 
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hall where they were standing. It was a great 
angel^ clothed in white with a sword in his hand. 
To his practical Scotch intelligence Bantam's 
deliverance was puzzling. Said he — 

" I don't see the use of party^at all, unless it is 
either in oflSce or fighting for it." 

And after this concise statement of the politi- 
cal creed of nine men out of ten in a great legis- 
lature, Mr. Peregrine gave up our hero as a 
moonshiny fop. 



III. — Parliamentary Consciences. 

Mr. Peregbine's object in addressing himself 
to Lord Bantam had not been disclosed. The fact 
was that he had conceived a very clever plan for 
disconcerting the Fogy Ministry. If there was 
any question on which a Fogy Ministry was sure 
to stand firm — on which the most astute of 
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leaders could not hope to dazzle them into meta- 
morphose it was the status of the Church. Now 
Mr. Peregrine had worked out a combination in 
his clever brain which he thought strong enough 
to strike at and overcome that cardinal point of 
the enemy's works. He took it that the pillar of 
the Church was the Episcopate. Just at that 
time a very serious movement against the Epis- 
copate had arisen in the Church itself Several 
of the Bishops had assumed an attitude intoler- 
able to many of their clergy and laymen. Dis- 
cussions had taken place upon the standing and 
righte of the hierarchy; the papers were fiUed 
with details of their enormous salaries; and 
criticisms on their general assumptions. 

" Now/' said Mr. Peregrine, " in England and 
Wales the Church and Dissenters are not quite 
half and half. In Scotland the very name of a 
bishop is enough to create a nausea ; and every- 
where the Eoman Catholic bishops and priests 
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■ 

ate directly interested in the humiliation of the 
hierarchy of the English Church. Appeal to this 
combination, sir, for the Reformation of the 
Episcopacy^ and you will get up an excitement 
that must necessarily throw out any government 
that endeavours to shield it." 

Into whose ear do you suppose Mr. Peregrine 
was pouring this wily incitement 1 Into those 
of the Right Honourable Sir- Dudley Wrightman, 
the leader of the Opposition. The only other 
person present was Mr. Fugleman the Popular 
Whip, whom Mr. Peregrine had succeeded in 
talking over, and who had now presented him to 
his leader. 

Sir Dudley received the hint in silence and 
not without pain. His quick mind at once 
grasped the ingenuity of the plot, but he was a 
Churchman — he had a sincere aflfection for the 
Church — and to attack it in its most venerable 
part was to him no grateful task. 
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A political conscience, especially under party 
government, is a psychological study. It admits 
of so much casuistry — of such minute and deli- 
cate adjustments to counterbalance fixed prin- 
ciples — of such a number of new patent move- 
ments—of such permutations and combinations— 
and yet all the while the owner of it may be 
most sincerely accrediting himself the honestest 
man in Christendom. 



* 



IV, — Priest Politics. 

When the seed had been sown in the mind of 
the Popular leader it took some time to germi- 
nate. In the first place, as we have seen, the 
proposition to touch the sacred persons of the 
Episcopate shocked his sensibilities, ran counter 
to his earliest and strongest opinions. . Again he 
unconsciously hesitated about the feasibility of 
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the plan. Hence while on the one hand his 
conscience repelled the temptation held out to it — 
on the other his mind was weighing the pro- 
babilities of success. Let no man throw a stone 
at him. Human nature, like trout, is apt to 
take its colour from the bed of the stream in 
which it swims. 

Other members of the party were consulted. 
Earl Ffowlsmere — a shrewd politician — ^thought 
that they might safely embark in the movement ; 
but he pointed out that time was essential, and 
that the success of the policy might be contingent 
on the previous success of the party instead of 
contributing to it : since, in his opinion, it would 
be necessary as a preliminary move to appoint 
a few bishops committed to the principle of 
degrading their own office. It is a pity when the 
Church becomes the strategy-ground of politicians I 

Sir Dudley held many anxious conferences 
with his followers. He held others with some of 
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the Bishops. He secretly sent for and interro- 
gated the " representatives of the working man ; '' 
and lastly he held communication with the Trans- 
montane priesthood. The organs of the party 
were inspired to blow a soft wooing note to the 
country. 

The Transmontane clergy are ever keenly on 
the alert for the rising and falling tides of public 
opinion. At the very first breath of anti- 
episcopal feeling, summoned in secret conclave 
under the astute counsel of their Cardinal head, 
they had resolved upon their plan of action. If 
there should turn out to be little life in the agi- 
tation, they were to discountenance it, since it 
was a point of their general policy to flatter 
the national Church while secretly permeat- 
ing it as fax as possible with their principles 
and rites. But the Cardinal foresaw that 
if the impending struggle became serious, the 
weight of their influence must decide it one way 
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or the other, and he proposed to play for a high 
reward from whichever side it was to come. One 
of the most important of important things in the 
eyes of this clerical party, was the repeal of that 
law of mortmain, by which they were deprived 
of not a few death-bed bequests. The harvest 
of priests is richest on the banks of the Styx ; 
they are not such cheap ferrymen as Charon. 
They therefore agreed to demand, as the price of 
their adhesion to either principle, the repeal of 
the obnoxious law ; and since they were appeal- 
ing to English freemen, and not to Continental 
bigots and slaves, they agreed to base their 
assumptions on the extraordinary ground for in- 
fallibilists and heretic-burners of civil and reli^ 
gious liberty ! They drew up a pastoral. It was 
very guarded. It awakened attention without 
conveying any information. Both political par- 
ties scanned it eagerly but each was puzzled to 
know- which way the wind was blowing. 
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V. — Transmontane Secrets. 

The private secretary of Mr. Sardonius was a 
Churchman. He had married a wife a Trans- 
montane, a womaa of Hgh culture and great 
• cleverness, with a slight taste for intrigue. The 
Cardinal's secretary, Father Fugacius, was her 
intimate friend. It was a curious fact that many 
of the secrets of Mr. Sardonius found their way 
to the Cardinal, and that not a few of the Car- 
dinal's views and wishes reached Mr. Sardonius. 
Thus one day, when the private secretary had 
received instructions in a number of matters, he 
inquired of the minister : 

" Have you heard of the meeting of Transmon- 
tane bishops and their resolutions on the Episco- 
pate question ? " 

^'No,** said Sardonius, pricking up his ears. 
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'* Where did you hear of it. At the Club ? or in 
the House ? '' 

" Well, the fact is sir/' replied the subordinate, 
"that Father Fugacius was at my houaa last 
evening — ^he is you know my wife s confessor — 
and he mentioned it to her, but it was under 
the sead of the strictest secresy. I hardly know 
whether ^* 

" What did he say ? " interrupted the Minister 
peremptorily. 

** He said the meeting was decidedly inclined 
in our favour/' 

" In favour of the Episcopate ? '' 

" Yes. They seem to have discussed several 
questions. From what I could gather they were 
disposed to let the Prison question remain in 
abeyance ; and, as it appears some small sirni of 
£3,000 has been lost to them through the opera- 
tion of the Mortmain Acts, they intend to appeal 

to the Government to'abblish or modify them." 

2 
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*' Three thousand pounds ! '' said the acute 
Minister, with a twinkling eye in his grave face. 
" Is that what Father Fugacius suggested to your 
wife as the extent of their losses and the measure 
of their ambition ? Had he said three thousand 
thousand pounds he would be nearer the mark. 
But why should they raise that question just 
now? It would be utterly useless. No Fogy 
Minister could safely make suck a proposal to his 
party. I should not dare to do it.'' 

The Minister's opinion was scarcely cold ere it 
reached His Eminence. Before thirty-six hours 
were gone the latter had also received unsatis- 
factory reports upon the frame of mind of the 
other leading members of the Cabinet; and in 
virtue of a good rule, not to follow a hopeless 
quest, he turned his attention exclusively to the 
Popular party. He found them already waiting 
for him. 

* 
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VI. — A Willing Sacrifice. 

His Eminence was closeted with Sir Dudley 
Wrightman. The Minister had been heard to . 
argue that the Church of England was the purest ! 
embodiment of the religion of Christ and the 
most solid pillar of the State. If his views had 1 
undergone any modification, one must admit that 
to be a characteristic quality of human views in 
general. The divergence of men from the prin- 
ciples they once held, is the effect of complications 
of influences so various, extending over periods so 
protracted, that it would be impossible for the 
bitterest cynic to detect the vanishing-point of 
principle and the initial point of corrupt motive. 
At this moment Sir Dudley, to tell the truth, 
would much rather have left the Episcopate alone. 
But he was in the hands of party — and in the 
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highest circles of statesmanship, party governs 
with a peremptory rein. It would be impossible 
to analyse all the reasons which would affect 
the judgment of men placed on the pinnacle 
of power, and by their very position challenging 
the enthusiasm and confidence of a general 
public. 

That day Mr. Fugleman had abundantly satis- 
fied his chief that in the House itself the majority 
of the Populars were well disposed to the new 
reform. So many constituencies had pronounced 
for it that, except in a few cases of more than 
average independence, a large number of adherents 
was a matter of necessity. The Extremists being 
always in favour of change, would he thought go 
for the movement to a man. A few Prig lords 
and some county squires were represented to be 
still unsettled. In any reform of religion the 
Obstructives are always exceptionally strong, and 
specially so in the Lords. Mr. Fugleman and 
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others gave it as their opinion that the Trans- 
montanes only could turn the scale. 

His Eminence was therefore closeted with the 
leader of the Opposition. 

During that interview the leader of the Oppo- 
sition nobly sacrificed himself for the good of his 
party. 



VII. — Transmontane Reformers ! 

At a second meeting of Transmontane ecclesi- 
astics duly summoned, a pastoral was adopted 
calling upon all their flocks throughout the king- 
dom to aid the true Church of Christ and the 
cause of religious Freedom( !) by supporting with 
their prayers, their votes and their influence, the 
great movement now pending for the deposition 
and humiliation of the hierarchy of an Apostate 
Church. 
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VIII.— A New Charter. 

There was high excitement all over the 
countr}''. The Houses of Parliament and the 
Clubs began to show signs of political fever. The 
constituencies were distracted with opposing 
factions. The Bishops everywhere preached 
vigorously in their own favour. The dissenting 
clergy prayed fervently for the degradation of 
the Bishops. Among the working-men opinions 
were divided. Wliile a knot of agitating leaders 
formed a committee to aid the anti-Episcopate 
movement, large numbers of independent men 
sagaciously foresaw that this politico-religious 
agitation in which they were only incidentally 
interested might delay for many years the set- 
tlement of those measures which Mr. Sardonius s 
government were ready to further. Among the 
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dissentients was Mr. Broad bent, who took up 
the point so strongly that he urged the Social 
Anti-Climax League to make it one of their 
questions and insist on postponing the fate of 
the Bishops to that of the suflfering people. 

He came to town to see Lord Bantam. 

" My Lord," he said, " I am an old man. 
I have seen the country struggling through con- 
vulsions that among any other people would have 
been reigns of terror. There is danger about 
us now. The persistent Prig policy of bamboozling 
and plastering the people is bearing its fruit in 
bitter discontent — and now when we might have 
had something from Mr. Sardonius — we would 
take a good thing from the devil if he were 
prime minister — you are all going in for a new 
political cry." 

" Well," said Bantam, " I am entirely with 
you in all you say — ^but what is to be done? 
The Prigs are mad at their long exile from 
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office — the Kadicals are piping for some political 
change — and the country is perhaps getting tired 
of the monotony of a long-lived ministry." 

" Stump the country against this new folly 
my Lord. Join the Social Anti-Climax League, 
and attend its meetings all over the land. Wc 
can soon make the Prigs feel our power." 

After some hesitation Bantam went so far as 
to agree to attend a meeting in the district of 
Bellowsbury, and there in a large hall carefully 
guarded he was privately introduced to about 
a hundred members of the League. He then 
learned for the first time that Broadbent was its 
Grand President. He was struck with the ability 
manifested by some of the speakers, especially 
two or three from the provinces, and was sur- 
prised to find how widely the association had 
extended its roots through the country. This 
was a meeting of representatives for the purpose 
of fi'aming a new programme and giving a fresh 
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impetus to the League sentiments. After a dis- 
cussion of several nights the conference agreed 
upon the following provisional points of the new 
charter of English rights : — 

1. All mm are equal: 

Titles are the impertinences of tyranny. 

2. Rights are equal : 

Power is only legitimate when directed to equalise 
rights in fact. 

3. The Land is the People's : 

Its enjoyment mast no longer be monopolised. 

4. WorJc only deserves remuneration : 

Eyery worker is entitled of right to a decent house, 
ground sufficient for his maintenance and a 
fixed income. 

5. It is the duty of the State to adopt and carry into effect 

the principles above set forth. 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROPOSITIONS. 

6. Labour is the True Aristocracy : the supremacy of 

labour must be acknowledged 

7. The Capitalist is the tyrant : he must be blotted out 

of the social scheme. 

8. Land, Labour, Cooperation, Equalisation — involving 

the Transfiguration of Labour and the Regeneration 
of Society : these are the cardinal heads of the 
new political gospel— the charter of the liberties 
of mankind ! 
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When after high debate these propositions had 
been solemnly afl&rmed, the League pledged 
itself to advance them before all other Reforms. 
Broadbent pressed Lord Bantam to become a 
member of the society. He at length yielded 
and committed himself to the principles of the 
new Charter. In a short time he began to appear 
at various demonstrations of workpeople in that 
nursery of agitations the Middle Counties. 

* 



IX.— Death and Sunshine. 

In the midst of these events, there suddenly 
intervened an incident so strangely out of tune 
with the loud volcanic heat and motion of our 
hero's history, that, were we not all familiar with 
the wonders of life, I should shrink from in- 
truding its seemingly incongruous features into 
these pages. But life will not adapt itself to the 
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artist's ideal — or is it perhaps that we are not 
true artists who do not discern beneath the 
bizarre collations of events a hidden and divine 
symmetry? Is not he who can most nearly 
draw the tangled and distracted skeins together 
into some harmony of design the man who 
will read life with the truest appreciation and the 
profoundest artistry ? 

On his return from a great meeting at Squir- 
mingham, Sophronia informed her husband 
that Dr. Dulcis lay very ill; that after several 
days of severe fever he remained so weak as to 
give his friends grave anxiety. Kelso had gone 
to his bedside and had tended him with sedulous 
care. She herself had sometimes relieved the 
Scotchman for a few hours, and evidently the 
melancholy intercourse had been [productive of a 
strong effect upon her. Bantam heard the news 
with unfeigned regret. The quaint, gentle minis- 
er had, by his loving tenderness, his illimitable 



194 LORD BANTAM. 

breadth of charity, and the strong earnestness of 
his religious faith and practice made no slight 
impression on the young man's heart. When 
therefore on the succeeding day Kelso came to 
report that this poor Doctor, though he had 
recovered his mind, was clearly sinking and had 
sent to ask Sophronia to visit him, the summons 
was answered by both Lord and Lady Bantam 
vaih very fi^d alacrity. 

The room in which Dr. Dulcis lay dying was 
a large one with its outlook towards the square, 
the trees of which had always been a strange 
pleasure to him as they waved to and fro out- 
side his windows. He had asked them to raise 
the blind that he might look once more on the 
gay Spring sky and the familiar branches and 
the twinkling leaves. Kelso was there and Mrs. 
Dulcis, 

" Those leaves," he was saying, " on their 
background of glorious blue remind me of man 
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on the panel of eternity. That never passes or 
alters, though clouds may intervene to shroud 
it: these die and fall and are blown away — 
whither 1 " 

"Ah!" said Lord Bantam, as he and Sophronia 
silently saluted their friends, " Whither, Doctor 
Dulcis ? Who can answer that question 1 " 

"Philosophy cannot, my dear young friend," 
cried the Doctor. " Positivism declines to do 
it — Eclecticism strives to ignore the question — 
and all men lie down before it and wonder.'^ 

He paused a few minutes, gazing steadily into 
the outer light and smiling to himself. 

" I am looking out into the heavenly sunlight 
from the gloom of this room. This is a true 
emblem of our souls, prostrate, weak, helpless, 
hardly able to cry out, darkened in by the 
curtains of ignorance, folly and sin — and out 
there, There, the supernal sun-glow, immea- 
surable and everlasting ! " 
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He turned to Lord and Lady Bantam. 

"My friends," said he, "it is well that 
you, in the zenith of life and jDrosperity and 
intellectual activities, should look upon this 
scene. Here am I stretched upon the rack of 
the inevitable. There is no Eclectic formula for 
our conduct in the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, except obliviousness and resignation. 
For me there is more — there is life and hope and 

peace. ^Christ is here with help and promise. 
Christ goes before and clears a shining way. I 
needed just now a friendly hand to draw yon 
curtain, and let in the fulness • of the sunlight. 
So we all need the loving hand of Christ to un- 
veil for us the curtained abysm of God's shining 
infinity — Christ only ! " These words he re- 
peated several times, " Christ only." 

Bantam, respecting the dying man's enthu- 
siasm, replied with a whisper of sympathy. 

Doctor Dulcis looked round for his children, 



DEATH AND SUNSHINE. 197 

the haze was dimming his eyes. They were 
called in. The fair-crowned child of former 
days was now a fine young woman, and the 
velvet-coated boy had developed into a jacketed 
stripling, with stiident paleness and melancholy 
eyes. As they all drew near his bedside, he gave 
them one by one his blessing, and charged them 
to meet him in heaven, with a confidence as 
great as he would have shown in engaging 
them to meet him at the house of a friend. 

" Now," said he, " sing our Sabbath hymn. 
Virginia, I cannot blow the bellows for you 
now, but you need no music ! I think I heai 
another organ playing, but it sounds far away. 
♦The sands of time are sinking-'" 

As he folded his hands on his bosom, and lay 
back on his pillow, his children set up softly, to a 
plaintive air, the familiar hymn he had asked for: — 

The sands of Time are sinking. 
The dawn of heaven breaks ; 

VOL. II. p 
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The snmmer mom I'ye sighed for^ 

The fair sweet mom awakes. 
Darky dark hath been the midnight, 

Bat dajspring is at hand, 
And glorj, glory dwelleth 

In Immannel's land. 

Oh ! Christ he is the fountain, 

The deep sweet well of love ; 
The streams of earth I've tasted — 

More deep I'll drink above. 
There to an ocean falness 

His mercy doth expand, 
And glory, glory dwelleth 

In Immannel's land. 

With mercy and with judgment. 

My web of time he wove, 
And aye the dews of sorrow 

Were lustered by His love. 
I'll bless the hand that gnided, 

I'll bless the heart that planned. 
When throned where glory dwelleth. 

In 

—Just then a brighter smUe transfigured his pale 
features as sudden sunlight glints over a corn- 
field. Mrs. Dulcis clasped her hands and hung 
over him, looking eagerly down into the face that 
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was upturned towards her and Heaven ! . . . 
It was now but a Parian mask with a stony 
smile. Doctor Dulcis was no longer there. 

Not a word was said. The widowed woman 
was weeping in Sophronia's arms. Kelso had 
buried his face in the pillow near which he had 
been leaning, and his hard northern frame shook 
with emotion. The choristers divining the awful 
mystery, broke into sobs subdued by their fear. 
Bantam restrained himself only by a powerful 
effort, and finally rushed from the room. 

The Eclectic Religion has its practical beau- 
ties, its brilliant aesthetic attractions, its noble 
sentiments and principles, its healthy increduli- 
ties, but the young Lord, questioned in his soul 
that hour if it could ever make men face death 
as they would look upon sunshine and roses. 

# # 

* 
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X. — Party verstia Principles. 

Lord Bantam's provincial exercitations began 
to create a prodigious feeling in the country. 
There never had been, the Prigs avowed, an 
instance of a man so unconscientiously faithless 

to party. Candid men might have said that it 
was rare now-a-days to find a man so unselfishly 
faithful to principle. Mr. Fugleman, at the request 
of the Premier, went to Lord Ffowlsmere and told 
him what he knew better than Mr. Fugleman, 
that his son was spoiling the game and must be 
silenced. The Earl, sending for .the political 
prodigal, and rating him most sternly, threatened 
him with his lasting resentment, if he did not 
keep quiet. 

"You cannot desert your party at such a 
time ! " cried the Earl. " It is unprecedented. It 
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is indecent ! No one, not even tlie most priggish 
young peacocks of politics or the most discon- 
tented place-hunters would think of setting their 
own opinions against those of their leaders in a 
crisis ! 

" I am always deeply sorrowful to be obliged 
to disagree with you, my dear father ; but I see 
so clearly the nature of this agitation ; its utter 
hollowness and want of principle: that nothing 
shall induce me, if you are determined to go on, 
to vote for the motion. This movement has been 
invented and fanned into life simply for one 
purpose, to place our party in power. I do the 
leaders, among them yourself, the justice to be- 
lieve that you honestly consider this to be a 
paramount duty and the only hope of progress. 
But why should you evoke religious and poli- 
tical animosities at a time when a programme 
of social reform still lies unattempted before the 
country? Is it of greater importance that the 
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lives of a hundred thousand persons a year, 
more or less, should be lost from neglect of sani- 
tary legislation, the regulation of mines, or the 
better inspection of factories, than that an ec- 
clesiastical system should be made more sym- 
metrically perfect or more consonant with theo- 
retical freedom by deposing a score of bishops ? " 

Granted the young lord was perverse, egotistic 
and not amenable to discipline, it must be ad- 
mitted that there was some reason in his 
madness. 

* * 

* 



XI. — A Constitutional Crisis. 

The time was now deemed ripe by the Popizlar 
leaders to strike their blow, and Sir Dudley 
Wrightman gave notice of his intention to move 
that " In the opinion of this House, the present 
status and emoluments of the Bishops of the 
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Church of England were inconsistent with civil 
and religious liberty and the good of these realms } 
and that aii humble address be presented to Her 
Majesty praying her to appoint a Commission to 
enquire into the present condrtion of the office 
of the Episcopate of the Church of England, and 
to take account of the endowments thereof, and 
to report upon the best means of reforming the 
said office." 

Every nerve was strained oii either side. When 
Sir Dudley Wrightman presented petitions ftom 
half the fellows of the Universities in favour of the' 
proposed reform, Mr. Sardonius brought into the 
House a vast memorial from a million of Obstnic- 
tive working-men who declared the Episcopate to 
be the lodestar of their liberties. When a ^ed- 
hot Obstructive procured the signaitures of tln-ee 
hundred Wesleyan ministers in favour of Bish- 
oprics, an impertinent Kadical came forward with 
a counter-petition from eighteen of the leading 
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philosophers of the day. The Whips and their 
aides-de-camp on both sides were engaged in 
eager canvassing, and — I am bound to tell — in 
making arrangements that would never have 
passed the keen criticism of an Election Judge, 
had they been the acts of simple attornies or 
agents in a local contest. Peremptory letters and 
telegrams brought home every available member, 
fix)m America, from Egypt, from Algiers ; dying men 
fromMentone: hypochondriac legislators from the 
various " waters : " parliamentary sportsmen from 
Sweden : an Admiralty steam-yacht was put into 
requisition to hunt up a cruising party of Fogies : 
and the Populars arranged for the carriage to 
the division of a Parliamentary patient aflBiicted 
with small-pox, who was to be dressed in clothes 
steeped in the latest disinfectant. It is thus that 
in England preparations are made for the decision 
of great constitutional issues involving the pro- 
fgundest principles of government 
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One need not describe at length the debate on 
the motion. How on the critical evening the 
lobbies were thronged with members and with 
eager hunters after the qualified treat of a sitting 
in the gallery. How the police and doorkeepers 
made a rich harvest of sovereigns from persons 
unprovided with tickets, while those who had 
thoughtfully procured their orders a week before- 
hand cooled themselves in a row on a stone seat 
in St. Stephen's Hall or heated themselves in 
altercations with the equally stony guardians of 
the portal. Sir Dudley Wrightman made a 
magnificent speech. It was three hours long. 
It traced the history of Episcopacy from the time 
of Peter and Judas ; it reviewed the long line of 
the English hierarchy; it gave statistics of the 
value of each bishopric and compared them with 
the number of souls cured by each bishop ; it 
criticised the assumption of the present tenants ; 
it pointed out how inconsistent those were with 
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the modem ideas of liberty; it compared the 
incubus of the Episcopacy upon the Church to 
the Old Man of the Mountain, and hinted that the 
legs were none the less bearable from the fact of 
their being enveloped in silk stockings and 
gaiters; it showed the injustice done to the 
Transmontane hierarchy by the inequality of their 
status; and finally it concluded with a grand 

peroration in which he averred that the Church no 
longer fanned to perilous somnolency by the sUken 
wings of the black vampires which drew her life 
blood while they pleased her sense, would wake to 
new and glorious enei^es of being, etc. etc. 

As soon as the motion had been seconded by 
Mr. Kitchingman, a rising politician, our hero 
roae and amidst ringing and reiterated cheers 
from the Fogy benches declared himself in favour 
of the principles enunciated by his leader — ^but 
opposed to tlie motion. He denounced it as an 
ill-advised, ill-timed and dangerous trifling with 
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the interests of the body politic : he warned the 
House that in view of the uneasy symptoms 
exhibited by the working classes safety demanded 
immediate attention to far diJBferent legislation. 

" Let me try to show the House," said 
Bantam, shrewdly, " whereon the artisan discon- 
tent builds itself, and why it is taking the shape 
of bold revolutionary demand instead of calm 
constitutional procedure. Consider all the mea- 
sures introduced into Parliament during the past 
ten years. How many there have been of a 
distinctively political character ! How many 
have dealt th6ughtfully with the interests of the 
higher and middle classes ! And how many acts 
of beneficent legislation have been modified, crip- 
pled or postponed altogether in the same selfish 

♦ 

interests! Education — ^the education for these 
very classes, was last year granted to them it is 
true, but granted to them upon terms they do not 
approve— granted to them subject to modifica- 
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tions introduced in the interests of Fogyism and 
bigotry. Had this House been constituted with a 
due share of artisan representation, is it possible 
that that scheme could ever have received the 
assent of Parliament ; would a Fogy Government 
ever have been permitted to conduct the legislation 
on that question? We undertook, we, a select body 
of aristocrats, manufacturers and stock-jobbers, 
undertook to legislate for the associations formed 
by working men for self-preservation and to up- 
hold the rights of labour. By you these are 
treated as tyrannical instruments of compulsion ; 
but you forget that the inordinate and natural 
advantages of capital in this country enabled it to 
hold labour in iron bonds, and to press it down 
with hydraulic force ; and that if now the balance 
is at all better adjusted, the improvement is due 
to these associations. Yet when you are appealed 
to for a generous concession to them of such rights 
and privileges as are accorded to any ordinary 
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commercial association, you testify your fear of 

what you are obliged to concede with one hand, 
by threatening with the other ! Again, take 
another case, you proclaim the dogma of Govern- 
ment non-intervention in many hopeful utili- 
tarian projects, but some years since a professedly 
Popular government turned round upon friendly 
associations framed for mutual help, and abnegat- 
ing the doctrine of their clique that men should ■ 
take care of themselves, most inconsistently organ- 
ised an inquisitorial machinery to protect, as they 
pretended, the artisans from cheating each other. 
Where you can do anything, you fail ; when you 
see your way to interfere in anything with a hope 
of acquiring greater power, you are too quick for 
action. From year to year you suffer thousands 
of lives to remain subjected to terrible, hourly 
danger, — a danger every now and then culmi- 
nating in some awful catastrophe, too often the 
result of the diabolical selfishness, niggardliness. 
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and indifference of men rolling in money, who re- 
gard more the interests of their cattle than the well- 
being and safety of those whose labours win their 
wealth. So, in a hundred ways, you defeat, you 
disconcert, you grind down, you obstruct, you 
madden the surging masses, and no wonder they 
feel themselves to be driven to but one remedy 
—the remedy of Continental reformers— revolu- 
tion. Revolution is not necessary. I believe 
that ample capacities of good still live in our 
time-honoured constitution ; but, Sir, for God's 
sake, I call upon every lover of his country, and 
every lover of himself, to make this House more 
flexible ; make its policy less rigid ; bring it 
readier into sympathy with the great . . millions 
outside — or look out for your property and your 
lives r - . . .. 

One sees that there was a good deal of 
fluent Kelsoism in this speech. The House 
heard it with curiosity. The Fogies during the 
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debate made a good deal out of it, but, though 
not a few Populars in their secret consciences 
went with the too impulsive orator, the claims 
of party and their own interest tied them down 
to their predetermined votes. On the third night 
of the debate, after a terribly sarcastic speech 
from Mr. Sardonius and a fine reply from his 

rival, the ministry were defeated by the small 

majority of nine and resolved to appeal to the 
country. 

Meanwhile colliery explosions continued to 
blow their scores at a time of human machines 
into cinders, leaving ample families to test 
the charity of the ratepayers : big brewers 
or distillers, and little publicans continued to 
fatten on the blown corpses of the prey they 
pursued with unrestricted licence ; men and 
women perished in filth and eflBuvia carefully 
maintained for the purpose of assisting their 
exit from a world of rates and taxes by thought- 
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ful " guardians of the poor" : an epidemic, sweep- 
ing over the Continent, waved its black flag across 
the Channel towards the hopeful fields where no 
legislation and the principles of Magna Charta 
combined to invite its attack : and the navy, the 
guardian of the honour and existence of free 
England, was left to be reformed in the face of 
the enemy. 

It is thus that party government, amidst its 
rivalries and throes, jerks aside to chance, or 
delay, or oblivion, the precious interests of mil- 
lions ; and discounts, at increasing usury, the 
dwindling chances of social conservation. 

The country being agitated by the contested 
election, the leaders of the Social Anti-Climax 

« 

League proposed to take advantage of the excite- 
ment to advance its principles. A demonstration 
in the metropolis of half-a-million of men was 
projected ; through the provinces local meetings 
were to be held; and where favourable oppor- 
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tunities arose/ attempts were to be made by 
manifestations of force to intimidate constituencies 

into the adoption of proletarian candidates. For 
this purpose an extensive organisation in military 
fashion was successfully instituted with the aid of 
some Poles and other Continentals, to whom such 
business was only too familiar. Secret dep6ts of 
arms were established ; but, with the usual 
blindness of revolutionaries, the illegality of elec- 
tions won under such circumstances never seems 
to have struck them. I need not say that the 
young Lord was not informed of these grave 
intentions and preparations : he was energetically 
pursuing the theoretic Commune — his coadjutors, 
too practical to be dazzled by that phantom, 
were aiming at the disintegration of society. 
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I. — ^The Ruling Passion Strong in Death. 

While the great proletarian movement was 
pending, and Lord Bantam at Shufflestraw Castle 
was concerting with Broadbent measures that 
would have led to the conversion of that feudal 
domain into a middle age community, the noble 
agitator was suddenly summoned to London by 
the information that the Earl had had a seizure 
and was lying in a precarious state at the town 
mansion. The young Lord's feelings as he pur- 
sued his rapid journey to the metropolis were 
naturally strange and tumultuous. It seemed as 
if all he had been doing had been done without 
reference to the contingency now irresistibly sug- 
gested to his mind. So often do we act with one 
eye blinded to the possibilities of our existence ! 

When he reached the house in Hiton Place, 
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the aspect of old Trayfoot was far from, re- 
assuring. 

" The Earl is very ill, my Lawd : there are two 
doctors with him now. He recovered conscious- 
ness about an hour since but his weakness gives 
great alarm. The Countess is with him, my Lawd.*' 

Entering the ante-room, the young Lord signed 
to- one . of the physicians, who coming out, gave 
ld3 .hand a peculiar pressure as he spoke to him. 

" You must go in at once, my Lord. He has 
/asked for you two or three times." 

The Earl noticing the doctor's movement, with 
the -quick susceptibility of illness, said : 

. '\ Is Albert come ? " 
. . Lord Bantam went forward. His mother hold- 
ing, the Earl's hand looked at her husband with 
the firmness of a true woman but with a pallid 
face. Her white hair and clear cut features 
seemed to shine with a sort of silver light in the 
shadowy room. 
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As Lord Bantam took his other hand, the 
Earl's features lighted up, and for a moment or 
two wore the aspect so familiar to frequenters of 
the House of Peers when he was aboilt to address 
them in a great debate. 

"Albert," he said, "you will soon be Lord 
Ffowlsmere ^' The Countess could not re- 
strain [the hand that softly stayed his lips ; but 
the Eaxl went on. " Yes, I know it is coming — 
it has come at last. You have latterly given me 
some anxiety. I deeply and sincerely regretted 
the wildness of your opinions, because I knew the 
time would arrive when you must give them up. 
I knew it was coming — ^it was coming " . 

Lord Bantam remained silent, and watched 
with a fascinated gaze the weak breathings of the 
old Earl as he paused for a few moments. 

"First," he said, "I wish to advise you to be 
careful of your estate. By judicious manage- 
ment and constant watchfulness, I have added to 
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it neaxly two millions sterling. Don't trust any- 
one but yourself, and beware of attomies, I 
always said, the devil exhausted his ingenuity 
in deceiving Eve and it was left to mankind to 
invent an attorney. Be your own lawyer and 
you will have few lawsuits." — 

He paused again. 

" As to your politics," he continued, " you have 
gone too far. I never objected to your thinking 
for yourself. A young man is none the worse for 
being original and active ; but there is no excuse 
for being revolutionary. I wished to see and warn 
you before I died. You are about to succeed,'' he 
went on with a firm proud voice, " to the richest 
title in England — be worthy of it. A peer can- 
not be a proletarian. You would be judicious to 
acquiesce in the progressive tendencies of the 
day ; but with the interests we have at stake, we 
cannot afibrd to do more than acquiesce. You 
will learn that it is your interest to follow the 
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people not to prompt them. Believe me, on my 
dying bed I solemnly tell you, the policy of my 
life has been a Prig policy — and the Prig policy 
is the middle course which is the safety of the 
aristocracy of this kingdom, I had hoped to see 
you take the lead in that policy. — ^Yes ! " said 
the Earl with sudden vehemence and raising his 
voice. " I say my Lords, that I am prepared to 
defejid to the death, that policy by which the 
ancient institutions of this nation are upheld in 
their integrity while reform pursues its course 
with secure, temperate and gradual footsteps ! 

1 say " 

The strained voice dropped, and in a moment 
the Countess's arm was under the white head, 
and it lay with closed eyes upon her shoulder. 

For an instant the lips moved. It was 

only a whisper — 

" In Holland there dwelt a Mynheer Von Clam, — 
And every morning he said ^" 
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—but Earl Ffowlsmere never said " I am " 
again. 

# 



II. — In the Grain. 

The new Earl, clad in a simple suit of black, 
was sitting in that study into which Trayfoot 
more than twenty-six years before, had precipi- 
tately borne the announcement of his birth to 
the man now lying dead in the chamber above. 

Trayfoot, grey and portly, clad in the blackest 
black, was also there. The young Peer was 
surrounded by papers. In his hand he held a 
well-covered sheet of foolscap. 

" This estimate of Booking's, Trajrfoot, is very 
excessive. I hope,'' said he, looking hard at .the 
old man, "you have not arranged to take a com- 
mission on my father's funeral 1 " 

" Certainly not, your Lawdship," said Trayfoot, 
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rather indignantly. "Those people never pay 



commissions." 



''Then/' said the Earl, "this bill is extor- 
tionate. It makes the honour of a burial in 
Westminster Abbey altogether too dear. Seven 
hundred and seventy pounds ! Twenty -five 
guineas for the hearse : ten guineas for the use 
of a * velvet pall satin lined :' * two hundred and 
ten sUk hatbands/ at thirty shillings each 1 What 
do you think of it ? " 

" It 's extortionate, as your Lawdship says ; but 
they never alter their estimates, Tm told." 

Trayfoot had in fact demanded of the 
undertakers one per cent, on their bill, which 
they had curtly refused. His concurrence 
with the young Earl's opinion was therefore 
genuine. 

" Well now," said our hero, sighing, " I desire 
every respect to be paid to my honoured father's 
memory, and nearly the whole of the ministry 
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will be at this funeral, therefore I suppose we 
must accept this estimate/^ 

"They said, my Lawd, that an estimate for 
a funeral in Westminster Abbey was very un- 
usual, and that they only gave it in considera- 
tion of your lordship's high position, but they 
would not be bound by it within a few hundred 
pounds or so." 

Trayfoot was having his revenge. 

"Oh! they said that did they? But this 
estimate I see is signed by them — and I shall hold 
them strictly to it. They have clearly put down 
double the number of hatbands that will be 
required. I wish you therefore on the day of 
the funeral to keep a strict watch and take a 
memorandum of the number actually supplied. 
You will also be good enough to count the 
number of attendants and servitors. My father 
must be buried without regard to expense but 1 
will not be imposed upon." 
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III. — Philosophy and Fact. 

The funeral over and Messrs. Eookings' bill 
triumphantly reduced by a clearly proved over- 
charge of 167?., which made them regret their 
parsimony to Trayfoot, the Earl and Countess 
with their children, left London for Shufflestraw 
Castle. There for a week the young Peer gave 
himself up to a mastery of the whole of the 
estate accounts. It was some satisfaction to 
find that his father's unrivalled business powers 
had left him nothing to criticise. 

Scarcely a week had passed when he was one 
day surprised by an intimation from his ser- 
vants that a large body of rough-looking men 
headed by Broadbent, had passed the East 
Lodge and was approaching the Castle. The 
Earl immediately sent ofi* a mounted groom to the 
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Ffowlsmere Police Station, asking that a detach- 
ment of the force might be sent to his assistance. 
All the males employed in the Castle or sur- 
rounding grounds were collected and hastUy 
armed. They were however disposed out of 
sight. As the proletarians, marching three 
abreast turned the last curve of the avenue 
towards the great gate of the Castle, the Earl, 
accompanied by Trayfoot, the bailiff and a stal- 
wart servitor, descended to the steps which led 
from the drawbridge and awaited the arrival 
of his unwelcome visitors. His appearance was 
greeted by a ringing cheer which spite of him- 
self agitated him greatly. Drawing them up 
opposite the steps, their leader, remaining covered 
approached Lord Ffowlsmere and familiarly offered 
him his hand, which the other took with silent 
and cold placidity. 

" I sympathise deeply with your loss, my 
brother citizen," said the old man. "Hmaanity 
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is the same Qverywhere, and rank foregoes no 
sorrow. But the past is past. Let the dead 
bury their dead. Life is in the present and be- 
fore us. We now have to deal with the fact of 
your auspicious succession to the dignities and 
possessions of your father. On this we have come 
to congratulate you and ourselves and the people 
of England." 

A blush passed over the Earl's face as he 
silently bowed an acknowledgment. 

" We have communicated with our friends 
all over the country, and have drawn up an 
address, which this deputation is here to present 
to you on behalf of the Social Anti-Climax 
League." 

Once more the Earl saw Broadbent draw forth 
tho^e broad-rimmed spectacles and unfold a sheet 
of proletarian paper. Once more did the old 
man's gruff voice read to him with uncouth em- 
phasis a proletarian ^dress. : It w^is-^ 
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" From tJie Presidents, Vice-presidents, 

Council and Associates of the Social 

Anti-Climax League of the People of 

England to their fellow-citizen and 

hrother-member Albert Alfred Augustus 

Adolphus Loftus Cicely Chester Bantam, 

commonly called Lord Bantam, and 

now termed Earl of Ffowlsm^re.^' 

It stated that as brethren of one *' whom we 

hold in high regard, we heartily express our 

sympathies with you in the severe and sudden 

affliction which has befallen you; and we trust 

that you will be sustained in it by that pure 

and high philosophy, which recognising in every 

event the movement of the inevitable, rests in the 

supreme dignity of resignation/' 

It proceeded to congratulate him on the 
attainment of a position which would enable 
him to carry out practically the principles he had 
so nobly professed ; it referred to the proposi- 
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tions of the Bellowsbury Charter ; it reminded 
him that he had declared his adhesion to them ; 
it expressed the hopes kindled in their bosoms by 
his succession to his enormous wealth ; and con- 
cluded thus : 

" We, therefore, your brother citizens and 
associates in the League, relying on your 
honesty and sincerity, invite and pray 
you to place yourself at the head of the 
new, great social movement for the trans- 
figuration of Labour and the regenera- 
tion of Society!' 

The Earl received the address with visible em- 
barrassment. Immediately facing him was the 
sturdy trunk and leonine head of the old shoe- 
maker, and below were drawn up his late asso- 
ciates in the Social Anti-Climax League, all 
waiting for him to take the lead in the trans- 
figuration of Labour. How different is theoretic 

YOL. IT. R 
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Eadicalism from Communistic practice ! He 
hesitated. 

*' Well, my Lord/' said Broadbent, " we wait 
your answer. Surely you have made up your 
mind. We are prepared to follow you to the 
death." 

"No doubt — a — Mr. — Broadbent; but, Mr. 
Broadbent and. my good friends, I — I — have 
lately had to reconsider with some care the sub- 
ject of your address, and — in fact, gentlemen — 
I have changed my mind.'' 



FINIS. 
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